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Sparks 


Peeking Into the Past 
1939’s News Revue 
California Looms 
At Last Fred Caley 

Greater Bates, Lesser Bates 


+ —Ooeer + 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 


H THE New Year only a 
week away, it seems safe for 
whe conductor to look over his 
‘houlder and record in the column 
home of the highlights of the cal- 
ondar year of 1939, which right 
Cw is gasping its life away. 
Thanks to the perseverance of our 
§wn Pete Wemhoff in digging out 
‘he facts for his chronological 
ews survey, carried in this issue, 
i have custom-built dope to play 
‘with—no poring through dusty 
‘mes for me. They come ready to 
‘erve on the columnar table. 
3 ‘te © 


- WHAT KIND of a year has 1939 
een? is the natural question to 
ask at this time, even though the 
yooks will not close for another 
week. At the risk of making pink 
sessimists out of those automobile 
dustrial optimists who at the be- 
winning of the year thought they 
were reaching for the moon when 
they said production for the 
United States and Canada should 
‘de between 3,000,000 and 3,500,000 
tars and trucks, the tea-leaf find- 
ings at Christmastide show that 
3,600,000 units are about right. Had 
it not been for the prolonged 
Chrysler strike and the _ three 
weeks’ stoppage at Nash, which 
cut the count down at least 100,000, 
‘we would have made a better 
showing as a matter of course. But 
‘with the smirk of a Chessy cat. I 
am pointing out that the 3,600,000 
‘is around 1,000,000 better than the 
1988 total of 2,655,777, with 1940 
weather indications predicting a 
4000,000-unit market next year. 
* * # 
REGISTRATIONS always lag a 
month or so behind production, so 
excuse it please if I write into the 
records that ’39 sales should be in 
the neighborhood of 3,000,000 as 
‘against 2,256,370 in 1938. Another 
reason for the discrepancy between 
Production and sales is that sales 
teports cover only the United 
States, whereas production figures 
quoted are for the United States 
and Canada. 
* * * 
PLENTY OTHER things hap- 
pened during the year—several im- 
portant changes in executive per- 
sonnel, the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion-Withrow report, the trial of 
General Motors and some of its 
lading brass hats in the row over 
fnancing, early previews of 1940 
(See SPARKS, Page 12, Col. 1) 
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‘Minor Revisions, 


Expected at Next 
Congress Session 


Capitol Observers Predict 
Little Curtailment of 


NLRB Powers 


By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 


WASHINGTON. — After 
eight days of testimony, the 
hearings being held by the 
Smith committee of the 


House of Representatives 
into the National Labor Relations 
Board were recessed last week un- 
til after the holidays. 

The impression is strong here 
that the evidence submitted thus 
far strengthens the position of 
those who have contended that the 
procedure of the board and its in- 
terpretation of the Wagner act re- 
quire very substantial rectification 
in the interest of both equity and 
labor peace. 

However, it would be fallacious 
to assume on the basis of the facts 
developed thus far in the hearings 
that Congress immediately will act 
favorably upon proposed sweeping 
amendments to the Wagner act, 
or that a drastic overhauling of 
the board is inevitable. A realistic 
view would call for recognition of 
the fact that, while some modifica- 
tions of both the law and its ad- 
ministration by the NLRB may re- 
sult from the current inquiry—and 
certainly are called for on many 
grounds, too much should not be 
expected from it. 

The best opinion here at this 
time is that Congress may take 
some action but in all likelihood 
it will leave the act and the 
powers of the board substantially 
intact. That, of course, is in the 
nature of prophecy, and prophecy 
always is hazardous; but it does 

(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1) 


Victor Kliesrath, 
Bendix Executive, 


Dies Suddenly 


NEW YORK.—Victor W. Klies- 
rath, 58, vice-president of Bendix 
Aviation Corp., widely known in 
the automotive and marine _in- 
dustries as inventor of the booster 
vacuum brake and other devices, 
died Dec. 21 at his home in Man- 
nasset, L. I., after a heart attack. 

Mr. Kliesrath had been with 
Edison Electric Co. and Bosch 
Magneto Co. before becoming presi- 
dent of Bragg-Kliesrath Corp. of 
South Bend. When this firm be- 
came affiliated with Bendix a few 
years ago, he became a director 
and later vice-president of Bendix. 
He also had been an executive 
committee member of Johnson Mo- 
tor Co., outboard motor manufac- 
turers. 

For many years Mr. Kliesrath 
had been interested in the auto- 
mobile races at Indianapolis and 
in motor boat racing, participating 
as a driver in the Gold Cup boat 
races, and winning the _ trophy 
twice. 

Mr. Kliesrath had been in poor 

(See KLIESRATH, Page 6, Col. 2) 


By Pete Wembhoff 
Associate Editor 

DETROIT.—Notable develop- 
ments in the automotive industry 
during the past year, as told in 
Automotive News headlines, are as 
follows: 

January—2,500 attendance sets 
record for Society of Automotive 
Engineers’ conclave in Detroit... 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s “Who, Me? My 
Auto-biography” starts in serial 
form ... 29 cars battle storm to 
finish annual Gilmore - Yosemite 
Economy Run (Studebaker Com- 
mander is sweepstakes winner) ... 
Joseph W. Frazer, vice-president 
in charge of sales for Chrysler di- 
vision, elected president of Willys- 
Overland . . . Hupmobile ready to 
start production on new Skylark 
. . . 1938 production hits 2,655,777 


Murphy to Speak 
At NADA Annual 
Banquet Jan. 24 


DETROIT.—U. S. Attorney Gen- 
eral Frank Murphy will be the 
guest speaker Jan. 24 at the 23rd 
annual banquet of the National 
Automobile Dealers Assn.’s conven- 
tion in Washington, Jan. 22-25, it 
is announced by Harry Sommers, 
of Atlanta, general convention 
chairman. 

Murphy, former governor of 
Michigan, was selected because of 
his familiarity with the problems 
of the automobile industry and his 
vigorous policies as a government 
official. His talk will be broadcast 
in a coast-to-coast radio hookup. 

Another feature of the banquet 
will be special ceremonies honoring 
veteran dealers of the automobile 
business. This will be carried out in 
the presentation of a plaque to the 
automobile dealer oldest in point 
of service who is in attendance at 
the convention. 

The convention proceedings will 
center around the type of legisla- 
tion to be introduced at the next 
session of congress for the correc- 
tion of unfair trade practices in 
the automobile industry. This phase 
of the program is headed by Con- 
gressman Wright Patman, of 
Texas, who will speak on “What’s 
Ahead in Federal Legislation.” 


The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 
1939 1938 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—511,522 Chevrolet 394,081— 1 





2—419,772 Ford 314,340— 2 
8—328,109 Plym. 239,854— 3 
4—184,198 Buick 140,649— 4 
5—165,668 Dodge 83,502— 5 
6—134,759 Pontiac 80,046— 6 
7—123,063 Olds. 74,026— 7 
8— 73,527 Stude. 35,446—10 
§9— 59,544 Chrysler 38,226— 9 
10— 56,202 Mercury 1,361—18 


Total All Makes 
2,323,993 1,589,300 


For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 11 this issue. 








Headlines of 1939 


News and Views of the Past Twelve Months 
As Recorded in Automotive News 


cars and trucks ... AUTOMOTIVE 
Service, published by AvTOMOTIVE 
News publishers, makes debut .. . 
National Motor Truck Show is set 
for Nov. 8-16 in Chicago. 

February—1938 registrations reach 
2,256,370 (1,891,021 new cars and 
365,349 new trucks) ... National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. poll 
shows dealers voting 10 to 1 for 
compulsory car inspections 
Two major units (press shop and 
tool and die shop) in Ford’s $34,- 
000,000 expansion program, go into 
operation . . . Car industry sets 
pace as business outlook brightens 
. . . 1938 automotive exports valued 
at $282,813,952 ... New York auto- 
mobile show set for Oct. 15-22... 
27,000,000th Ford produced. ... 
NADA broadens membership with 
“service membership;” W. E. Blan- 
chard succeeds A. N. Benson as 
general manager . . . Throngs at- 
tend Goodyear centennial and 
homecoming in Akron... Tom W. 
Moss succeeds J. D. Burke as di- 
rector of Dodge truck sales. 

March—Chicago dealers vote 2 
to 1 against licensing legislation; 
prefer roundtable discussions with 
factories . . . Throngs attend an- 
nual Machine and Tool Progress 
Exhibition in Detroit . . . March 
car and truck sales running 45 
percent above 1938 .. . Studebaker 
announces its new low-priced 
Champion Six . . . School Admin- 
istrators set up uniform school bus 
standards . . . Hudson offers Pace- 
maker Six line. 

April—Willys adds Speedway 
Special to line . .. Alvan Macauley 
heads Packard board; M. M. Gil- 
man advances to presidency ... 
George H. Pratt becomes general 
sales manager, W. A. James mer- 
chandising and advertising man- 
ager at Hudson; W. R. Tracy re- 
signs .. . NADA conclave in San 
Francisco urges contract reforms, 
opposes fall shows and early an- 
nouncements; Stanley Horner 
elected president; W. E. Holler 
gives chief talk at convention ... 

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 


Seattle Dealers 


|Propose a Fund 


ew Changes Seen in Labor Laws 


Of $500,000 to 
Edueate Public 


ATA to Direct Campaign 
In Co-operation With 
State Bodies 


WASHINGTON.—Plans for 
the trucking industry’s pub- 
lic relations and national ad- 
vertising campaign will be 
worked out at a meeting of 


the public relations committee of 
the American Trucking Assns., to 


.| be held at ATA headquarters here 


shortly after Jan. 15, it was an- 
nounced last week. 

It was stated that the fund- 
raising will be carried on by the 
regular ATA staff under the direc- 
tion of Ted V. Rogers, president. 
Rallies already have been held in 
52 cities in 35 states, and that 
Maine and Kentucky have gone 
over their quota. The remaining 
states are expected to go over the 
top before the drive ends. 

Most of the fund has been raised 
by motor carriers, but contribu- 
tions also have been made by 
trucking employes, insurance 
brokers, oil dealers, accessory deal- 
ers, and motor carrier attorneys. 

In a talk last week before 114 
members of the Associated Motor 
Carriers of Mississippi; at Jackson, 
Rogers declared that “the trucking 
industry will launch a half-million 
dollar advertising campaign soon 
to acquaint the public with its ac- 
tivities. 

“We expect to let the nation 
know more about the services be- 
ing rendered by the trucking in- 
dustry,” Rogers declared, “and at 
the same time we expect to give 
them better service.” 

Rogers said that the campaign 
would be a “good-will” drive, since 
there was much “false propaganda 
now being spread by interests who 
would like to see trucks driven 
from the highways.” 

At the business session of the 
organization J. W. Fox was elected 
president; L. B. McGhee, vice- 
president; Ed Darrach, treasurer, 
and Ed Greer was re-elected sec- 
retary. R. J. Knoblock, Forest, is 
the retiring president. 


Hear Report 


For Year, Elect 3 Trustees 


By D. M. Trepp 
Staff Correspondent 

SEATTLE. — Annual meeting of 
the Seattle Automobile Dealers 
Assn. was held last week at the 
Washington Athletic club, with 
President Richard P. Lewis pre- 
siding. His report, covering the 
year’s activities of the organization 
and dealing with current problems, 
was the highlight, while three 
trustees were elected to serve on 
the six-man board. 

Stanley S. Sayres, president of 
American Automobile Corp., was 
re-elected to the board, while Dick 
Dubois, Hudson distributor, and 
Dean Howard, of Howard Motor 
Co., were chosen new members. 

The full membership of the Se- 
attle association is 27, and 23 of 
them were at the meeting. The 
number of dealers in Seattle has 


gradually been reduced from a 
total of 41 a few years ago. 

H. H. Wilcox, of Wilcox Motors, 
recently formed to succeed Mariott 
Motors, was present for the first 
time. Senator E. L. Howard and 
Floris Nagelvoort, life members, 
were among those present, while 
the third life member, A. S. Eld- 
ridge, for many years Buick dis- 
tributor, was absent. 

Lewis reported that all labor 
contracts had been renewed with- 
out changes, for the current year. 
T. D. Davies, L. W. Thomas and 
John Riach were appointed a spe- 
cial committee to meet with the 
Automobile Mechanic Union in re- 
gard to the apprentice situation. 

Legislative progress and steps to 
curb caravaning were outlined. A 
test case is now in the local courts 
on the caravan laws of the state 
and city. 
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Tentative Program 


Batt to Be Chief Speaker 
At Jan. 15-19 Convention 


DETROIT. — Tentative program 
for the Society of Automotive En- 
gineers’ annual meeting Jan. 15-19 
at the Book-Cadillac hotel here has 
been announced. A special SAE 
engineering display will be held in 
connection with the conclave. 

The annual dinner will be held 
Jan. 18, with C. C. Carlton as 
toastmaster, and William L. Batt, 
president, S. K. F. Industries, Inc., 
as principal speaker. 

Following is the tentative pro- 
gram for the convention: 


Shortcomings of Mica as an Insulator 
Material in Aviation Spark Plugs’’— 
Val Cronstedt, Pratt & Whitney Air- 
craft Div., United Aircraft ‘Corp.; 
Ceramic Insulators for “em Plugs’”’ 
—F. H. Riddle, Ceramic Div., Cham- 
pion Spark Plug Co.; Crystal Room, 
2:00 ee Bus and Railcar, B. 
Frank Jones, chairman; ““Multi-Stop 
Delivery _Vehicles’’— Ralph Werner, 
United Parcel Service; Reception 
Room, 2:00 p.m.—Aircraft Engine, §S. 
D. Heron, chairman; “Availability and 
Characteristics of Safety Fuels’’—Rob- 
ert . Ellis and - J. Sweeney, 
Standard Oil Development Co.; ‘‘Alky- 
lation as a Source of ‘Safety Fuels’ ’’*— 
Dr. Raymond Haskell, The Texas Co.: 
“Safety Fuels by Catalysis’’—W. M 









Set for SAE’s Annual Meetin 


® 


At Pontiac Fetes... 





SIX_OLDTIMERS of Pontiac Motor—they were on the job wh - 
tors Corp. purchased the Oakland Motor Car Co. in ib—onet ote den 





: 





Jan. 15—Crystal Room, 10:00 a.m.— 
Transportation and Maintenance; H. O. 
Mathews, chairman; ‘‘Engine Deposits 
and the Effect of some Fuel Additives” 
—J. A. Moller, Pure Oil Co.; Reception 
William 
Littlewood, chairman; ‘‘Aluminum Air- 

H. Dix fr., 
Aluminum Co. 
“Rudder Control Prob- 
lems on Four-Engined Airplanes’’— 
Lockheed Air- 
craft Corp.; Crystal Room, 2:00 p.m. 
“‘Observa- 
tions on the. Cranking of Diesel En- 


Cc. 
Co. 3 


Room, 10:00 a.m.—Aircraft, 
craft Fuel Tanks’’—E. 
and Dr. R. B. Mears, 
of America; 


Clarence L. Johnson, 
—Truck, Bus and Railcar, 


nes’’—L. Lighton and H. 
iggs, Electric Storage Batte 

Reception Room, 2: p.m.—Aircraft, 
Peter Altman, chairman; 


_". Aviation 


Results’’—W. W. Symington jr., 
Glenn L. Martin Co.; Grand Ballroom, 
8:00 p.m.—Junior-Student, auspices, 
Detroit Section, Cc. Young, 

man; 


Kent, General Electric Institute. 


Jan. 16—Crystal Room, 10:00 a.m.— 


Transportation and Maintenance, G. 

. Laurie, chairman; ‘Instrumenta- 
tion and Its Effect on Motor Vehicle 
Maintenance’’—Errol - Gay, Ethyl 
Gasoline aes Reception Room, 10:00 


a.m.—Aircraft Engine, Robert Insley, 
chairman; ‘‘Wh a Ceramic Spark 
a in Aviation?’’—A. - Beall, 
Wright Aeronautical Corp.; ‘‘The 









Packard Honors 
Biggest Class of 


Veteran Workers 


DETROIT.—Annually for 22 
years the Packard Motor Car Co. 
has presented gold watches or sets 
of silverware to employes who had 
completed 10 years of service with 
the company. This year’s class of 
new 10-year employes numbered 
601—largest in the history of the 
company. 

Several brothers were in the 
long line which filed before Chair- 
man Alvan Macauley and Presi- 
dent M. M. Gilman to _ receive 
watches. Two brothers have worked 
side by side making cushions for 
Packard cars for more than 10 
years. 

Of Packard’s 14,590 employes 3,- 
985, or 27 percent of the total fac- 
tory enrollment, have been with 
the company 10 years or more. 
Employes who have been with the 
company five years or more num- 
ber 5,278, representing 36 percent 
of the total. There are 912 20- 
year employes and 168 have been 
with the company for 30 years or 


more. 








“Air Forces 
on Radial Air-Cooled Engine Cowling 
as Determined from Pressure Distribu- 
tion Tests’’—R. R. Higginbotham, Re- 
Corp.—“The Correla- 
on of Wind Tunnel and Flight = 

e 


chair- 
*‘Demonstrations of Recent De- 
a in Light and Lighting’’— 


Holaday, _Socony-Vacuum Oil ‘Co.: 


Crystal Room, 8:00 -m.—Business 
Session, President W. J. Davidson in 
the chair; nomination and election of 


members-at-large of annual nominat- 
ing committee; announcement of elec- 
tion of officers for 1940; presentation 
of life membership to past-president 
H. T.. Woolson; 8:15 p.m.—Passenger 
Car, J. C. Zeder, chairman; ‘Recent 
Opinions on Varnish in Engines’’—F. 
F. Kishline, Nash Motors Div., Nash- 
Kelvinator Corp. “Lubricating Oils 
for Axles and Transmissions’’—W. S. 
James, Studebaker Corp. 

Jan. 17—Crystal Room, 10:00 a.m.— 
Passenger Car, J. G. Wood, chairman; 
“Seat Cushions and the Ride Prob- 
lem’’—C. R. Paton, Packard Motor 
Car Co.; ‘Heating, Ventilating and 
Cooling of Passenger Cars’’—Herbert 
Chase, consultant and journalist; Re- 
ception Room, 10:00 a.m.—Aircraft En- 
gine, - K. Cummings, chairman; 
“The Performance of Modern Aircraft 
Diesels’’—Paul H. Wilkinson, consult- 
ing engineer; ‘‘Performance Limits 
of Spark Ignition Engines and the 
Fuel Aspect’’—J. J. Broeze, N. V. de 
Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappij; 
Room, 2:00 p.m.—Passenger 
Car Body, I. L. Carron, chairman; 
“Plastics and Their Uses in the Auto- 
motive Industry’’—Dr. Gordon M. 
Kline, National Bureau of Standards; 
Crystal Room, 8:00 p.m.—Production, 
Ww. . Hurley, chairman; ‘The Spot 
Welding of Automobile Grade Mild 
Steel’’—Dr. Wendell F. Hess and Rob- 
ert A. Wyant, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute; ‘“‘The Design and Manu- 
facture of Hobs and the Hobbing of 
Gears’’—Charles R. Staub, Michigan 
Tool Co. 

Jan. 18—Crystal Room, 10:00 a.m.— 
Fuels and Lubricants, A. G. Marshall, 


chairman; “Gasoline Cars and Sur- 
veys’’—J. . Macauley i Chrysler 
Corp. ‘“‘Results of the 193 otor Sur- 


vey’’—Donald Brooks, National Bureau 
of Standards; ‘‘The_Load Carrying 
Capacity of Journal Bearings’’—S. A. 
McKee, National Bureau of Standards. 
Reception Room, 10:00 a.m.—Passenger 


Car, R. M. Critchfield, chairman; ‘‘Di- 
rectional Signals’’ — Harry Doane, 
Buick Motor Div., General Motors 


Corp.; ‘“‘The Automobile Headlamp 
Problem’’—P. J. Kent, Chrysler Corp.; 
Crystal Room, 2:00 p.m.—Fuels and 
Lubricants, W. M. Holaday, chairman; 
Symposium: Detonation Performance 
on the Road; the following will_dis- 
cuss this subject: H. J. Gibson, J. M. 
Campbell, H. M. Trimble, A. E. Beck- 


er, C. S. Bruce, John Duckworth, W. 
S. Mount, F. - Burk, - B. Ma- 
cauley jr., T. H. Risk; Grand Ball- 
room, :30 p.m.—Dinner, George A. 
Delaney. chairman, Detroit Section, 
SAE; C. C. Carlton, toastmaster; 


J. Davidson, president, SAE; Arthur 
Nutt, president-elect; ‘‘What’s Ahead 
for Management,” William L. Batt, 
president, SKF Industries, Inc., vice- 
chairman, business advisory council. 
Jan. 19—Crystal Room, 10:00 a.m.— 
Diesel Engine, P. E. Biggar, chairman; 
“Su oreheraing, High Speed Four- 
Cycle Diesel Engines’’—Robert Ram- 
sey, Superior Engine Div., National 
euply .; Crystal Room, 2:00 p.m.— 
Diesel Engine, F. G. Shoemaker, chair- 
man; “Effect of Fuel Viscosity on 
Fuel Injection Equipment’—G. W. 
Baierlein, American Bosch _ Corp.; 
“The Control of Smoke in the Automo- 
tive Diesel’—W. W. Manville, G. H. 
Cloud, A. J. Blackwood and W. J. 
ew Standard Oil Development 
‘0. 


Manager H. J. Klingler and General Manuf 
for a chat about the old days and formal 
All are still employed by Pontiac. Left to 


Alfred Porter (1906); D 
Jack McCracken (1902); 





ht they are: Joe Frechette (190 


an Kinney (1902); MacGregor; O Th $ 
Ernest Omans (1903 oe — re 


); and Klingler. 
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Services Held one 
9 
For O’Keefe, One 
e 
Of Car Pioneers. ,,,y; 
DETROIT.—Funeral service lun 
were held here Thursday for Don sig 
P. O’Keefe, 57, one of the pioneer » pr 
in the automo- "the pé 
tive industry and 
for the past 13 — 
years general is is 
purchasing agent stic ] 
for Chevrolet. Mr. | 
O’Keefe died Dec. le ca 
18 at his home for 
here. 
Mr. O'Keefe 
first became iden- 
tified with the in- “I adi 
dustry on Jan. 1, rm be ‘2 
1906, when he pon P. O7DR i 
moved from his pits —s come 
native town of Three Rivers, Mich., UPle ‘ 


to become a clerk for the Buick/#ess se 


Motor Co. in Flint. 


Two years thetical: 
later he was named purchasing! 
agent for Buick, and in 1926 he 


politica 


went to New York to become gen- #ropped 


eral purchasing agent for Chev- 


rolet, a position he held until his? 


death. 


When the central offices 


Chevrolet were moved to Detroit 


“I knov 
of” 


v other 


with the opening of the General jth othe 


Motors building, Mr. O’Keefe ac- 
companied them and had since 
made his home here. 


oe is 1 
a test 





LAST OF A SERIES of 22 Hudson distributor meetings, held over the coun- 
try early this month, is this gathering of Detroit, Toledo, Saginaw and Grand 
Rapids wholesale organizations held at the Statler Hotel, Detroit, last week 
under supervision of W. A. James, Hudson advertising and merchandising man- 
ager. Left to right are Frank Mead, wholesale representative for Jamieson 
Bros. Motor Co., Toledo; Norman Jamieson; Bill Pratt, also from Toledo; C. H. 
Koelbel, wholesale representative, Aaron DeRoy Motor Car Co.; A. S. Levinsohn, 
Hudson distributor at Saginaw; W. A. James; H. F. Byrne, Hudson midwest 
sales manager; W. A. Mortensen, president of Aaron DeRoy Motor Car Co.; 
Bert Jamieson, Toledo; C. Dittmore, wholesale representative of Bowman & Co., 
Grand Rapids; Jack Stone, vice-president of Aaron DeRoy Motor Car Co., and 
Jim Golds, wholesale manager for the DeRoy organization. In the back row, 
Harry Quig, wholesale representative for Aaron DeRoy; Curt R. Collins, Hud- 
son regional manager for the Chicago territory; Ross Williams, Hudson regional 
manager for the Detroit territory; Norman Smith, wholesale representative for 
the DeRoy organization, and Frank Garry, wholesale representative for A. 


Levinsohn at Saginaw. 





OVER 400 FOREMEN of Pontiac Motor gathered for their annual dinner at i : 
Oakland Hills Country Club, where H. J. Klingler, general manager, and P. H. : ’ sjudicat 
MacGregor, general manufacturing manager, reviewed the progress during the Besides his wife, Mrs. Mabel’! 
at Red oo pointed with optimism into 1940. A Christmas feather party con- | O’Keefe, he leaves two daughters, “Please 

ee Mrs. L. H. Bridenstine and Miss \wr colu 
Margaret Ann O’Keefe, and a son, }, gnanc 
John J. O’Keefe. soak 
° lic wi 
Pontiac’s Sales fas 
e ' 
Near All-Time = ™*°"* 
Record for Dec. 
‘ iat In co 
PONTIAC.—Retail deliveries of dicted 
new Pontiacs during the first 10 “¢' 
days of December totaled 6,192 ods and 
units, which is close to the a ‘were re 
breaking: pace set during Novem- bpreviou: 

AT THE HEAD TABLE at the annual foremen’s dinner of Pontiac Motor, ber, according to D. U. Bathrick, vile dea 
held at Oakland Hills Country Club, are shown here, left to right, V. L. Murray, | general sales manager. : itt 
assistant gence sales manager; R. H. Ahlers, general plant manager; F. A. This figure is 24.6 percent above oof gut | 
Berend, advertising manager, and Wm. M. Manning, assistant chief engineer. the corresponding period of De- szercise 

cember, 1938, and was exceeded by {9 whor 
. only one similar period in the com- jar cas 
Chrysler Signs Agreement pany’s history, which was in De- hich « 
cember, 1936. , 
Wi h A F L I d ; PI “Unfilled orders on hand are roves 
ul or n wana a nt more than 2% times greater than jsinned = 
they were a year ago,” a ‘careful 

DETROIT—Employes of the| granted later to the Evansville = 1 a ae comin INVENCOFICS Bais lati 
Chrysler Corp. plant in Evansville,| workers, so that Thursday’s con- * . _ od d thei | 
Ind., agree not to strike for any| tract contained no mention of pay Used car sales —— 9.782 ‘ 
reason, according to terms of a| rates. record-breaking — a tn wae We cin 
contract signed Thursday between| ‘The AFL contract provides that | UMits for _ > aie my a 10 : 
the corporation and the UAW-AFL.| the last step in grievance proce- ob _ od on ee oak wa 'Bureau 
The agreement continues for a|dure shall be an appeal from the eek aha November That Masse 
year. union’s international representa- aed car sales are keeping well Westigat 

In most respects terms of the | tives to Robert W. Conder, the cor-| 51.4 of inventories in relation to [it that 
contract are dentition! with those of pooetinn's director of labor rela-| o1es is indicated by the fact that pore 
an agreement which ende e . lers’ ocks of used cars in- | : 
UAW-CIO’s strike against the Under the UAW-CIO agreement, = Baa 3.7 percent during the dtes fro 
Chrysler Corp. here last month. | unsettled grievances are referred| past month and are only 18 percent /at they 

However, the CIO agreement] finally to a board of two union| higher than a year ago, although The 1 
places no ban on walkouts in the! representatives and two company|volume of sales was much lower | 
event that grievance procedure is| representatives. at that time. pany w 
exhausted. Sitdown and slowdown ‘a “hold 
strikes are specifically outlawed. ‘or defe: 

The Evansville plant was _ the in taki 
only Chrysler unit won by the AFL lary fo 
in a corporation-wide poll con- os 
ducted last fall by the National ‘within 
Labor Relations Board. The UAW- the tra 
CIO won 11 plants while neither pany’s 
union prevailed in the unit at Ko- : sty 
komo, Ind. ploale 

Wage increases won by the CIO ‘is ‘some 
in the _ strike settlement were If th 

acceptii 
operate 
Hudson Reports self inv 
s 
Mid-Dec. Sales 
9 
78% Above °38 for 
ing la 

DETROIT.—Total sales of Hud- de 
son cars for the two weeks ending ertisi1 
Dec. 16 amounted to 4,450 units, it | ll begeg 
was reported arene by aes then the 
H. Pratt, general sales manager o , ' i io. | 
the Hudson Motor Car Co. arrived at the. Rouge plant. of the Ford ‘Motor Co rin Dearborn, Mich. recently ven 

Sales in the United States reg- rom cago in e Ford cana oat reen Island. e shipmen supp eme - i F 
istered a gain of 78 percent over | soybeans purchased from, farmers, in, the Dearborn distrist, and was made termine 
the same two weeks a year ago used in she manusacture of geome coy Sore one Maveury care, ond a fe he wow 
and represented the best — | parts such as the distributor cane, ecil ease, accelerator. pedal and many dibers. chase « 
cember period since 1936, rat | The picture shows the beans being taken from the hold of the canal boat to a rates 1 


stated. conveyor. 
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Minn. Dealers Test Trade Act 


5 eDvales toll me.. 
3] 


ie By William C. Callahan 
rs) 


‘HAVE read with much interest this morning the latter part of your 
ices) column ‘Dealers Tell Me’ in today’s Automotive News,” writes H. B. 
, president of Chase Motor Sales, Inc., Worcester, Mass. “I refer 
)the part regarding equity suits against Associates Discount Corp. 
other finance companies. 















is is my first ‘letter to an editor,’ for I am not given to that often- 
stic practice, but it seemed to me that the last two sentences of the 
le carried an inference that was not at all complimentary to a com- 
for which I have the highest regard. I refer to Associates. 


* * * 


“I admit that you are entirely within your rights to warn a dealer 
be ‘zealous in discovering the type of companies with which he 
eefeljs doing business,’ but to issue that warning and at the same time 
ich,, couple it with the name of one of the finest companies in the busi- 
lick/sess seems to carry an undeserved stigma. I might add paren- 
-arsthetically that the equity suit referred to has all the earmarks of a 
"ae ‘political football’ and that it has been ‘indefinitely postponed,’ i. e. 
ren- ‘dropped. 
1ev-| 

his? 

"I know of no practice that Associates indulges in that differs from 
rn city other national finance companies. Its rates are practically identical 
sralith others. Insurance is included in all finance contracts, so if Asso- 
ac- fates is wrong, so are all the others. And, if this was merely meant to 
sole test case, your ‘warning’ should have been withheld until final 
sjudication. 





* * * 


bel 
ers, “Please do not think me a fault-finder or a hair-splitter. I admire 


liss yr column very much and read it religiously, but I just feel badly that 

on, | finance company with which I do business and for which I have the 

jeatest respect should be linked in any way with your sentence, ‘The 

lic will judge you by the company you keep.’ I am proud to be 

wiged by Associates’ standards, but the way you put it—perhaps un- 
insciously—doesn’t sound so good.” 


* * * 


In commenting on this case, I did not wish to pre-judge the in- 
‘dicted companies nor to cast any aspersions on their business meth- 
ods and conduct. The charges had been made as a court record and 
‘were reported as such. However, in bringing indictments against the 


192 
rd- 


_— previously mentioned finance and insurance companies, 81 automo- 
™ tile dealers also were involved. Naturally an indictment is no proof 
ve of guilt; it is merely an accusation. My point was that a dealer must 
Ye- exercise care in selecting companies with whom he does business or 
by to whom he passes on the business of his customers. In this particu- 
= lar case, as Mr. Chase points out, there may be political reasons 
- which dictated the action against the companies named. If this 
re proves true, then those companies and the dealers involved are 
an sinned against rather than sinners. But I still insist that only by 
ck ‘areful scrutiny of his associates can the dealer avoid coming within 
eS ‘this latter classification. 
sir | * * * 
32 
5.6 K a similar investigation recently in Philadelphia the Better Business 
10 ‘Bureau reports that it found conditions very parallel to those charged 
on } Massachusetts. In discussion with finance companies, the BBB 
2]] Westigator reported that he found that the majority of finance men 
to that they had no responsibility for sharp practices on the part of 
at dealer. They contended that they merely bought the customers’ 
~ btes from the dealer on the basis of data contained in the lease and 
nt fat they were entitled to collect the full amount. 
“ The BBB pointed out that this would be true if the finance com- 
‘pany was a holder in due course, but that generally one cannot be 
— \a“holder in due course” if he has actual knowledge of an infirmity 
‘or defect in the instrument or such other knowledge that his action 
‘in taking the instrument amounts to bad faith. It may not be neces- 
‘sary for the holder to know the exact fraud practiced if the facts 
within his knowledge tend to show there is something wrong with 
the transaction. Further it was pointed out that the finance com- 
pany’s familiarity with the automobile business and the particular 
dealer’s practices “may well give it that fatal indication that there 
‘is ‘something wrong’ with the transaction.” 

If this condition of responsibility rests with a finance company 
wcepting paper from a dishonest dealer; then the honest dealer who 
operates through a dishonest finance company may easily find him- 
self involved in the eventual reckoning. 

: * * * 

IS brings us right back then to the Federal Trade Commission rul- 
ing last week prohibiting any reference to a “6 percent plan” in 
lvertising finance rates. I cannot help but feel that the commission is 
il begging words when it insists that such advertising is misleading 
ten the simple interest rate amounts to more than six percent. 

° Granted that this is true. The purpose of the plan was to estab- 
; lsh a simple formula by which even the most uninitiated could de- 
; termine with a reasonable degree of accuracy the amount of money 
: he would have to pay for the amount of money borrowed to pur- 


chase a car. Certainly it would eliminate the 186 percent interest 
* |rates reported in the Massachusetts case. 





Plymouth ‘Skull Sessions’ . . . 





L. D. COSART, Plymouth general sales manager( right), conducted a three- 
day conference in Detroit last week of all Plymouth factory representatives in 
the field. Cosart is shown here on the business end of the pointer at one of the 
“skull sessions,” flanked by other factory officials who steered the discussions: 


left to right, Ward Barnett, director of commercial car sales; J 


Bayne, 


- E. y 
assistant general sales manager; R. C. Somerville, supervisor of field activity; 


Cosart. 





SEEN AT THE Plymouth conference of field representatives during their 


three-day session with Detroit factor 
Dimmitt, Pittsburgh; W. R. Morse, 
O’Brien, Chicago. 


officials last wee ° 
etroit; A. D. Innis, New York, and Jack 


k: left to right, P. D 





OTHERS ATTENDING were, left to 


siehe F 
Flechtner, of Plymouth factory; Jack Burr, hiladelphia; J 


general sales manager; R. 
weiler, Syracuse. 


- Somerville, field supervisor, 


- Richardson, Dallas; B. E. 
E. Bayne, assistant 
and Alex Munch- 


Plymouth Field Men Report 
Bright Sales Outlook for ’40 


DETROIT.—Plymouth factory ' 
representatives in all sales regions 
of the United States assembled in 
Detroit last week for a three-day 
session at the Whittier hotel, to 
confer with factory officials on 
sales plans for the coming year. 

The three-day conference ended 
with a dinner meeting Wednesday 
night, presided over by D. S. Ed- 
dins, Plymouth president and L. 
D. Cosart, general sales manager. 

Unanimous reports of unusually 
bright sales prospects for the first 
three months of 1940 were brought 
back without exception by all of 
the Plymouth representatives from 
the field. Plymouth dealers 
throughout the country, the field 
men report, are entering this win- 
ter season with the lowest supply 
of used cars in company history— 
a condition that inevitably pro- 
vides added stimulus to new car 
sales. 

During the local session, 


Goodrich Adds 
302 to 20-Year 
Service Club 


AKRON.— Membership of the 
Twenty Year Service club of the 
B. F. Goodrich Co. now totals 2,667, 
following the 11th semi-annual pin 
presentation ceremonial held in the 
armory here. 


John L. Collyer, recently named 
president of the company, pre- 
sented special remembrances to 
Peter Seiler and Dave Suloff who 
have been with the company a half 
century. He also presented nine 
employes with 40-year service pins, 
| 39 with 30-year service pins, and 
215 with 20-year service awards. 


im- 


mediate plans of the Plymouth 
factory for a huge advertising and 
merchandising campaign to back 
up the dealers was outlined by 
W. W. Romaine, director of ad- 
vertising and sales promotion. Gen- 
eral discussions by the group of 
existing market conditions were 
led by Cosart, J. E. Bayne, as- 
sistant general sales manager and 
R. C. Somerville, supervisor of field 
activity. 


B. E. Hutchinson, finance chair- 
man of Chrysler Corp., Vice-Presi- 
dents A. vanDerZee and J. E. 
Fields, and factory executives of 
the Plymouth division addressed 
special meetings of the group. 

At other meetings during the 
three days, the conference was 
aimed at particular phases of the 
business by H. G. Moock, sales 
vice-president; Ward Barnett, di- 
rector of commercial car sales; J. 
D. McCrimmon, service director; 
G. O. Hackett, leader of the 
Plymouth Salesmen’s League, and 
H. J. Nestle, general service man- 
ager of Chrysler Corp. 

Members of the Plymouth field 
organization who attended the 
conference here included C. Dewey 
Brown, San Francisco; B. K. 
Steele, Los Angeles; L. R. Bryant, 
Minneapolis; R. C. Burlan, Seattle; 
J. N. Burr, Philadelphia; L. A. 
Curtis, Cincinnati; P. D. Dimmitt, 
Pittsburgh; A. D. Innis, New York; 
E. F. Jones, Greensboro, N. C.; E. 
H. Osborne, Roy Kelley and D. B.' 
Mooney of Atlanta. 

Also A. H. Larson, St. Louis; W. 
R. Morse, Detroit; Alex Munch- 
weiler, Syracuse; D. I. Munro, 
Kansas City, Mo.; J. E. O’Brien, ' 
Chicago; J. A. Turpin, H. H. 
Payne and F. V. Richardson, of 
es and W. H. Sauerbeck, Bos- 

n. 
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Action Started 
Against Retailer 


For Violations 


ST. PAUL, Minn.—Constitution- 
ality of the Minnesota Unfair 
Practices law is scheduled to be 
decided upon soon in court in a 
case which will go as far as the 
Minnesota state supreme court if 
necessary. Whether the case 
reaches the United States supreme 
court depends upon the fate of the 
case in the Minnesota courts. 


The Minnesota Council of Retail 
Trade Assns., a central co-ordinat- 
ing organization for all retailers 
which includes membership of 
automobile and tire associations, 
has engaged legal counsel and 
started action against a St. Paul 
retailer (name and type of busi- 
ness not available for publication), 
for violating the Minnesota Unfair 
Practices law. 


The retailer in question chal- 
lenges the constitutionality of the 
law. It is thought that a ruling of 
the legality of this law will not be 
handed down for approximately 90 
days. In the meantime, retailers 
have been urged to comply with 
the law to the best of their ability. 


Chrysler Gains 
New Dealers 
During Strike 


DETROIT.—In the period from 
Oct. 7 to Dec. 7, during which time 
factory production was virtually 
suspended, the Chrysler Sales di- 
vision of Chrysler Corp. made a net 
gain of 35 dealers, according to 
Charles L. Jacobson, vice-president 
and general sales manager of that 
division. 


These dealers were accepted 
from among the many who sought 
a Chrysler connection in the face 
of the fact that no definite prom- 
ises could be given regarding fu- 
ture deliveries at the time they en- 
rolled, a condition now corrected 
by the resumption of a full pro- 
duction schedule, Jacobson said. 


Chrysler had thousands more or- 
ders on the books when production 
was resumed than when it was 
suspended. 


Commenting on this situation, 
Jacobson said: “The loyalty of our 
dealer body and this sensational 
gain in enrollment comprised the 
finest indorsement of the product 
that ever was given any company. 
Obviously, many of the dealers suf- 
fered real hardship when they had 
no merchandise to deliver over a 
long period. But they stuck to their 
guns splendidly.” 


Sales by Nash 


During December 
Best in 10 Years 


DETROIT.— Enjoying the best 
December business in 10 years, 
Nash dealers’ throughout’ the 
United States are selling from 40 
to 50 percent more cars than they 
did during the same month a year 
ago, according to W. A. Blees, gen- 
eral sales manager. 


He said that although November 
was an exceptionally good sales 
month, reports from Nash dealers 
indicate that December sales will 
be even better. 


Retail sales of new Nash cars 
during the first 10 days of the 
month, he reported, were up 45 per- 
cent over the corresponding period 
of 1938 and up 10 percent over the 
first 10 days of November this year. 
Sales during the period totaled 1,- 
756 units, as compared with 1,213 
units a year ago. 


Blees said that Nash sales since 
the beginning of the 1940 model 
season were more than 8,431 units 
greater than sales during the 
comparable period of 1938. 


Thomas M. Armstrong 


CHILLICOTHE, O.—Thomas McKee 
Armstrong, 70, one of the city’s first 
automobile dealers, is dead at his 
home here. From 1906 until 1914 Arm- 
strong shared proprietorship of the E. 
M. F. and Overland firm with C. A. 
Davenport. 
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AUTOMOTIV E One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 


now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve. 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value.—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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The Great Green Ball 


P ige our early Christmases there always hung high 
upon the tree, beneath a shimmering star, a great green 
ball. On Christmas morn, in scant attire, we’d paddle down 
the stairs to peek between the folding doors, which thought- 
ful uncle always left ajar to tantalize. And there reflecting 
light from close-drawn parlor shades the great green ball 
in luminous opalescences seemed a sign that all was well. 
Beneath the tree were always shadowy shapes that conjured 
dreams and speculations against the opening of the doors. 


In those days Santa Claus was real—a being full of life. 
While passing years and worldliness have drawn their toll, 
to us that Santa Claus still lives, and always will, so long 
as we can find his counterpart in smiling faces of our friends. 
Because we’ve found that faces—like mirrors—reflect ex- 
pressions placed before them. That if we want the friend- 
ship of our friends we must give friendship; that happiness 
grows with use and the more of it we spread the more there 
is to be enjoyed. 

And now the big green ball hangs high again this year in 
the kind, good wishes we’ve received from friends. Good 
wishes that echo sincerity. And thus our Christmas this 
year is made the merrier because these expressions indicate 
that we, too, have contributed something to the happiness 
of others in the year just ending. 

It is our sincere hope that we shall be able in the year to 
come to contribute more. And with this thought we wish 
you all the merriest Christmas and a most prosperous New 
Year. And for ourselves we once more seek a chance to serve, 
as well or better than we have, so that upon another year 
your wishes then may hang upon our tree the great green 
ball. 








Christmas Cheer ; 


HILE most of us are inclined to look upon happiness and 

good cheer as being separate from cold, calculating 
statistics, perhaps the latter may contribute more of the 
former than we think. Right now from a statistical stand- 
point the industry as a whole is in much better shape than 
it has been for many Christmases past. Retail sales are hold- 
ing well above seasonal levels, stocks are low for both new 
and used cars. Orders at the factories are still jamming al- 
ready jammed spindles. And what has been a buyer’s market 
for years has suddenly become a seller’s market. 

From all indications now, the next six months should 
prove as prosperous for the automotive industry as any six 
months in the past. And coupled with this is the fact that 
the past year has been anything but dull. While it is still 
early to count final noses for 1939, it now appears that the 
total production of cars and trucks for the year should run 
to approximately 3,600,000 units. Registrations of new pas- 
senger cars should total about 2,600,000 units, with trucks 
adding another 460,000, bringing the total sales in the do- 
mestic market for 1939 to over 3,000,000. This is not at all 
bad. 

While levels are slightly below 1935, there is a general 
similarity in that business as a whole is on the way up. We | 
look for a 1940 comparable at least to 1936. This should | 
mean real Christmas cheer for anyone. 


PEACE It is not easy for one to 


ON keep his saving sense of 
EARTH! humor when he contem- 
plates the misery which 
we humans bring upon ourselves. 
One would naturally suppose that 
each passing generation would 
make some progress toward a 
better world in which to live. Most 
of us, I believe, in the early 
twenties were sure that the days of 
peace and plenty had arrived, not 
only in the United States but 
around the world. 


* * * 


The first world war was indeed 
a sad awakening. Only three 
years ago I drove through what 
seemed to be miles of white crosses 
in the American war cemetery, 
where once were Flanders fields. 
Beneath each of those white 
crosses lay an American boy, 
whose birthright entitled him to all 
that liberty can give, and yet he 
had given his all to make that 
liberty available to every human 
in the world and for all time to 
come. 


* * 


So far as I am concerned, there 
is only one country for which I 
would lift a finger and that is the 


| United States of America. For this 


country I would give my all. First 
—if it were attacked from within 
by any attempt at violent over- 


| throw of our government or our 


right to free speech and free com- 
petition. Second—if any foreign 
power laid one foot on the con- 
tinental United States. 


* * * 


Mark you, I said on the “Con- 
tinental United States.” I do not 
believe the Philippines, for ex- 
ample, are worth spilling the life- 
blood of one American soldier boy, 
yet so long as we hold them, even 
as a protectorate, they will be a 
menace to our peace. The same 
holds true of most of our scattered 
possessions, but should one be 
grabbed from us I would hesitate 
before getting up a sweat and 
wasting a lot of fine Americans’ 
lives. I am quite sure Uncle Sam 
wields so great an influence as a 
buyer in the world’s markets that 
no nation could stand up for very 
long against the economic pressure 
we could exert. 

* 


* * 


Someone suggested recently what 
I thought was an excellent idea. 
If, as I believe it is agreed, it is 
necessary for us to have outlying 


supply bases for our Navy on the 


fringe of a zone of influence around 
continental U.S.A., then I think we 
could well afford to offer “our great 
and good friend” Great Britain a 
rather fancy price for Bermuda, 
the Bahama Islands and perhaps, 
too, the strategic military outposts 
which our old ally, France, owns 
in our immediate neighborhood. 


I doubt if even their deep de- 
votion to us would console either 
France or England to our owner- 
ship of military outposts within a 
few hours by air of their coast- 
lines. I would be one of those fa- 
vorable to allowing a rather fancy 
price for these possessions, an- 
ticipating, of course, that our debt- 
ors would be glad to apply our 
purchase price against the many 
billions of dollars which they have 
owed us for so long! 

ok * ok 


I don’t know exactly how I got 
on the subject, but it all rather 
follows the theme of “Peace on 
Earth, Good Will to Men.” The 
war was brought closer to me this 
week than ever by the sinking of 
the “Columbus” the ship on which 
we sailed to France in 1937. To 
me this wanton destruction of a 
fine ship left me with the same 
feeling in the pit of my “tummy” 
as I experienced once when I saw 
a horse with a broken leg shot and 
more recently when my favorite 
dog “Judy” was killed by an auto- 
mobile before my eyes. May the 
New Year bring early peace! I 
don’t like to live in a world where 


| fine young men are shot down or 


fine ships are deliberately sunk to 
satisfy someone’s greed or in- 


tolerance.—G. M.S. 
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He Got Here Anyway 


In This Corner— 


‘Sales in 1939 ..... ’ 


this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 


The views expressed in 
be observed upon request. 


Bets 


In February I took a bet, as 
follows: 

“I am betting you $5 that in 1939 
automotive figures in sales will ex- 
ceed 3,500,000”—meaning new cars. 

The party with whom I made the 
bet contends the car-truck produc- 
tion estimate in your Dec. 18 
edition decides the bet in his fa- 
vor by 1,648 cars. 

Is it correct to assume your 
schedule as above represents sales, 
or just what it says “production” 
regardless of disposition?—Geo. S. 
Hayes, The Okonite Co., Passaic, 
N. J. 

Epitor’s Note: On the basis of 
present figures, it now seems 
likely that production during the 
calendar year of 1939 will total 
approximately 3,600,000 cars and 
trucks. Registrations, which are 
usually considered as represent- 
ing retail sales, will probably run 
about 2,600,000 passenger cars 
and 460,000 trucks, giving a total 
of 3,060,000. From your letter it 
would seem to us that your 
friend is five bucks ahead as we 
would interpret your bet to mean 
retail sales. While the estimates, 
which we carry under the head- 
ing “production,” is also often re- 
ferred to as “factory sales” it is 
essentially production. But this 
total for factory sales or produc- 
tion will exceed 3,500,000 wnits 
and, if you consider these as 
sales, you win and your friend 
loses the “fin.” 


Open House 


We understand that in a good 
many of the cities where they have 
had automobile shows in the past, 
they are now having what they 
term an “Open House Week,” each 
dealership participating in same. 

The Butte dealers are thinking 
of having something of this kind 
in January or February and un- |} 
doubtedly you have some valuable | 
information which would be very | 
helpful to us in case we decide to | 
have a show of this kind. We, | 

} 
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Survey themselve 


In the Nov. 27 issue of AuTomotivg°" om 
News, in the first paragraph of The n 
“Dealers Tell Me,” mention iglected t 
made of a shopping survey con-fhom of 
ducted in October. cludes: 


I understand that in rare di 


with the survey there is a char¢®°" Car 
giving information on car dealers,’ t 

cutting their prices, but I am un¢ wy : 
able to get a copy of the char wo D 
from the New York office of, “ *~' 


Automotive News. pones ar 
Carriers | 


Would you be able to send me afollingwe 
copy of the chart or let mé@ecil Ve 
know where I can obtain one?—Househol 
Harry A. Berk, New York City. ten Bail 


Cain, L. 

° Kuehne; 

Packard Plaudit ten i 
Having long been associatedBudd, H 

with the newspaper business, Ier and 


know it isn’t customary to aot 
an editor for a story. However, J. Ul 
want to break a precedent and telfWilliams 
you how much we all appreciatelich. 

Chris Sinsabaugh’s splendid treat+ For tl 
ment of Bill Packer’s interview insens, 
“Sparks” in the Dec. 11 issue ofvision—J 
AUTOMOTIVE News.—C. M. Vande-Contract 
burg, public relations  director,Luper; | 
Packard Motor Car Co., Detroit. *. C. E 


tivision- 
| Coming Events 


rriers 
JANUARY 


ouseho 
mith. 
15-19—Detroit (Book-Cadillac). Society 
of Automotive Engineers annual 
meeting. 
22-25—Washington. (Mayflower Hotel)... 
National Automobile Dealers Assn 
annual conclave. increase 
29-Feb. 2—Chicago (Stevens Hotel) the g 
American Road Builders Assn. an-, 
nual meeting. y the 
MARCH Assn. 
4- 8—Detroit (Statler Hotel). Ameri- ‘the Rob 
can Bociety for Testing Materials 1000 pr 
conclave. 





N. J. 
Big 
NEW: 


3 fanizati 
MAY —a tnroll a 
18-25—Tulsa, Okla. Internationa e- lin a sta 


troleum Exposition and Congress. 


’ 
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By Mel Adams ! 
Staff Correspondent 
ICAGO. — Resentment over a 
delivered by Harold L. Ickes, | 
etary of the interior, before the 
nerican Automobile Assn. in 
shington recently, has burst 
in an “open letter” reply by 
ster G. Moore, chairman of the 
d of the Central Motor Freight 
m., Inc., and an official of the 
nerican Trucking Assns., Inc., 
the Illinois Highway Users 
nference. 


have purposely delayed writ- 
g you to ascertain what the public 
action would be to such state- 
ents unbecoming any person of 
ature judgment—let alone an offi- 
al of high rank in the federal 
vernment,” Moore stated in his 
ter. 


—s“At first I could not believe you 
d been quoted correctly as call- 
g truck drivers ‘pests’ and also 
pressing a desire to revel in the 
distic pleasure of ‘bumping’ 
cks off the highways ‘in the 
ggest armored tank I can find.’ | 
t fortunately the reports proved 
e. 


“The one and only serious ques- 
pn raised by your diatribe, Mr. 
retary, is whether you played 
to the hands of one branch of the | 
erican transportation industry | 
the railroads — intentionally or 
nintentionally. 


“Certainly you must know, Mr. 





Kansas Carriers 
'Told of Rise in 


Truck Permits 


WICHITA, Kans.— The number 
truck permits in Kansas has 
ped from one in 1925 to 11,000 
1939, Andrew F. Schoeppel, 
irman of the Kansas corpora- 
n commission, told 500 members | 
the Kansas Motor Carriers 

: n., Inc., at its annual banquet 
1V% the Allis Hotel here. 


ro. Trucking in Kansas formerly was | 
o- : , 
‘ompletely unregulated, involving a | 
tremendous amount of waste, he 
‘aid, the carriers and operators | 
‘themselves then suggesting regula- | 
1vgion of hauling. | 
of The new board of directors 
iglected by the association, from 
nethom officers will be chosen, in- | 
cludes: 

Bus division—John Blood; Com- 
o Carrier division—G. M. Brew- 








at, A. R. Funk, R. J. LaBenne, Ed. 
naincent and E. T. Bloomer; Con- 
react Carrier division- -E, L. Luper, 
e. L. Dillon, A. M. Esau, C. E. 
ones and J. E. Parker; Private 
Carriers division—F. C. Hawks, Lee 
aollingwood, Charles Middleton, 
nN@ecil Vernon and George Evans; 
~—tHousehold Movers division—War- 
ten Bailey, E. H. White, C. L. 
Cain, L. J. Canfield and Fred J. 
Kuehne; Liquid Fuel Carriers di- 
vision—Raymond Wegner, Ralfe J. 
odBudd, Harry Sprague, Robert To- 
Ter and W. R. Bartling; Oil Field | 
ikHaulers division—Crayton Rowlett, | 
fH. J. Uhl, L. E. Whitlock, R. C. | 
—* and Lawrence Wunder- | 
telich. 


t+ For the American Trucking 
IMAssns., Inc.—Common Carrier di- | 
ofvision—_John Blood and Carl Logue; | 
e-Contract Carrier division— FE. L. | 
r,luper; Private Carrier division 

*. C. Hawks; Oil Field Haulers 

livision—Bert Rice; Liquid Fuel 
“(Carriers division—C. W. Kelly and 

ousehold Movers division — Alva 
_Pmith. 


YN. J. Truck Assn. Sets | 
Big Membership Drive 


n' NEWARK, N. J.—An eight-fold 
; increase in membership by Mar. 15 | 
» 8 the goal of a campaign launched 

ty the New Jersey Motor Truck |! 

Assn. Meeting here last week at) 
- the Robert Treat Hotel, 100 of the 
's 000 present members of the or- 

fanization pledged themselves to 
_ troll a total of 7,000 new members | 
. a statewide drive. 


+ 


? 
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Of Intent to Harm Industry 


Ickes, that the railroads are back 
of moves to do the very thing you 


| advocated—to bar trucks from our 


highways. Proposals to keep trucks 


off the roads on weekends and holi- 
days, under the pretext of safety, 


comprise merely an entering wedge. 
Once this has been accomplished, 
the railroads will be well on their 
way toward killing off the inde- 
pendent truckers, and again be- 
coming the monopoly they once 
were. 


“Since you are politically ambi- 


| tious, Mr. Ickes, it might be well 


to remind you that over 207,000 
citizens in your home state (Illi- 


nois) are supporting themselves 
and their families as commercial 
truck drivers. Altogether there are 
almost 300,000 workers in Illinois 
who are earning their livelihood 
from highway transportation. 
Speaking merely in terms of votes, 
it might be well for you to com- 
pare this number with the total 
employed by the railroads in this 
state today. 

“Don’t you believe you owe it to 
yourself and your political ambi- 
tions to deny that you intended to 
hurt a growing industry of increas- 
ing economic value to our country 
and thereby foster the designs of a 
competitor? 

“The more than 6,000,000 citizens 
of the United States employed di- 
rectly or indirectly in motor trans- 
port today await your answer.” 


linois Truckers Blast Ickes for Anti-Truck Talk 


foore Asks Public Denial 





Michigan, Maryland Sign 
Reciprocity Pact; Feud Ends 


DETROIT.—Settling a one-week 
border warfare, Michigan and 
Maryland officials last week signed 
a reciprocity agreement. Among 
those attending the conference in 
Baltimore, which ended the con- 
troversy, were Don B. Smith, gen- 
eral manager of the Michigan 
Trucking Assn., and Walter Kneip, 
manager, and James McComas, 
president of the Maryland Motor 
Truck Assn. 

Maryland officials issued an or- 
der on Nov. 27, instructing all 


Maryland peace officers to set up 
a patrol on all roads and impound 


ULE UA b 
Tee 





Traffic Cops of the Air: At major terminals, 
planes landing, planes leaving, planes in the 
air or on the ground are all subject to the ex- 
pert supervision of a central Traffic Control. 
Give credit to these men, to pilots and engi- 
neers, to mechanics and maintenance men 
...and to the world-famous International 
Trucks which contribute to the split-second 
efficiency of modern airways. 





network. 


A dozen years ago you had to have 
feathers to ¢ravel by air. You could 
fly, perhaps, as the aviation pio- 
neers did, but when you traveled, 
it was on the ground. 

Today, 18 major air lines carry 
2,000,000 passengers annually, 
jOining 300cities in a 37,000 mile 


A fifty-million-dollar business 
keeps the wings in air... but don’t 
overlook the fact that 
vice is an intricate an 
sion of air travel. 

_ International Trucks play an 
important role in ground service 
to aviation. Air-conditioner trucks 
attend the planes. Gasoline trucks 
fill the large tanks in the wings. 
Caterers’ trucks supply the 
ships’ galleys. And other trim 








all Michigan-license vehicles found 
in Maryland. The order paralyzed 
regular highway transport traffic 
between the two states. The dif- 
ficulty arose over disagreement 
about terms of the motor vehicle 
reciprocity pact between Michigan 
and Maryland, which had been 
under consideration for some 
weeks. 
Employes Honored 

BUFFALO, N. Y.—Employes of the 
Houde Engineering Co. with 10, 15 and 
20 years service were honored at the 
company’s annual dinner in the Buffalo 
Consistory Dec. 16. Vice-president 
Ralph F. Peo presided. 





Internationals stand by with 
last-minute air mail and express. 
At leading airports all over the 
land it is literally “Wings over 
INTERNATIONALS!” 

And International all-truck 
trucks play an equally important 
part in the transportation needs 


of all industries. 


round ser- 
vital divi- 


(INCORPORATED) 


180 North Michigan Avenue 


Owners rely on International 
performance and economy to cut 
hauling costs per mile, per ton, 
per gallon. And they rely on the 
most complete Company-owned 
truck service organization to 
keep Internationals in top form. 
International sizes, %-ton to 
powerful six-wheelers. See them 
at any International dealer or 
branch ... and arrange for a 
demonstration. 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 


Chicago, Illinois 
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Wall Street Sees 


Expects Automotive Industry 
To Continue at High Level 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Wall Street defin- 
itely has decided that the first 
quarter of the new year will be a 
period of mixed trends in business, 
with some industries (including 
automotive) continuing at or above 
their current high levels of ac- 
tivity. 

But the stock market continues 
to be a sluggish affair, with not 
even the stocks of those industries, 
whose operations are expected to 
hold at high levels, making any 
headway. There are days now and 


Pontiac Offering _ 
Two New Models 
For Taxicab Use 


PONTIAC.—Two new taxicab 
models on the Pontiac 117 and 120- 
inch wheelbases—each with room 
enough for five passengers and 
luggage—are announced by D. U. 
Bathrick, general sales manager. 

Special partitions provide ample 
privacy for the passengers and 
there is an abundance of luggage 
space beside the driver, Bathrick 
said. The partition may be removed 
and replaced with the original seats 
when the cab is traded in. 

Special features in the new taxi- 
cabs include a heavier frame and 
heavier clutch; heavy duty wheels, 
special mufflers, extra heavy duty 
distributor caps; heavy crank case 
oil bath air cleaner and crank case 
ventilator inlet; special seat cush- 
ion springs and specially designed 
front and rear springs. 


Optional equipment includes spe- 
cial paint jobs (five or more are 
available), special rubber floor 
mats, vacant or rate lamps (not 
installed at factory), the Monarch 
governor and special Pontiac car- 
buretor. 


52% Gain in Willys Outlets 


Noted in Chicago Area 

CHICAGO.—The Chicago dis- 
tributing area, comprising 43 
counties, has experienced a 52 per- 
cent increase in the number of 
Willys dealers since 1940 models 
were introduced, according to S. L. 
Davis, president of the Willys- 
Illinois Co. 

He added that expansion of the 
dealer organization has been made 
in rural areas as well as urban 
centers. 
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41-TON PUSH 


ON “AS CAST” NICKEL IRON 





Metallurgy has advanced. a long 
way since the not-so-distant past 
when “cast iron” was a brittle and 
not too dependable material. The 
development of Nickel alloy irons 
changed that condition. A recent 
example of current metal progress 
is an order for high test Nickel 
alloy iron castings in 2,000-ton hy- 
draulic presses used by the Doug- 
las Aircraft Company. These cast- 
ings were produced by the Reliance 
Regulator Company, Alhambra, 
California, of a Nickel-molybde- 
num-chromium cast iron composi- 
tion. Tensile tests of these Reliance 
castings, using a standard bar 
machined from a sand-cast sample 
showed a strength of 83,680 p.s.i. 
Many engineers are surprised that 
it is possible to achieve such uni- 
formly high strength figures from 
“as cast” irons 
without subse- 
quent heat treat- 
ment. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 





Previous Latest Year 

Week Week Change Ago 

24 motors ........... 35.93 36.63 40.70 32.74 
10 car-truck co.’s .... 38.51 39.27 40.76 33.49 
10 parts-access, ...... 25.53 25.73 +0.20 27.66 
4tire-rubbers ....... 22.74 23.55 +0.81 29.36 





then, however, at the rate of about 
one a week in which the stock 
market turns active. So far most 
of those days have witnessed ris- 
ing prices rather than declines. 
Whether this means that when the 
market breaks out of its rut, it 
will move upward remains to be 
seen. 

It seems pretty generally ad- 
mitted that industrial output for 
the first quarter as a whole will be 
smaller than for the final three 
months of 1939. On the extent of 
this decline may depend the action 
of the stock market, and perhaps 
the reason the market has held 
within such a narrow range is that 
Wall Street hasn’t as yet made up 
its collective mind as to how seri- 
ous will be the first quarter decline. 

The outlook remains for a rather 
speedy recovery from the decline 
early next year, regardless of the 
size of the recession. 


Bauer Resigns 
As AMA Export 


Committee Sec’y. 


NEW YORK.—George F. Bauer 
has resigned from the staff of the 
Automobile Manufactirers Assn. to 
establish offices in New York City 
as an international trade counsel- 


or. 

Bauer has been secretary of the 
AMA’s export committee. In that 
connection he has been instru- 
mental in the organization of nu- 
merous world motor transport con- 
gresses, in which representatives 
from the leading nations par- 
ticipated with a view to further- 
ing the sound development of mo- 
tor transportation in all parts of 
the world. 


In 1920 when he first joined the 
association, then known as _ the 
National Automobile Chamber of 
Commerce, overseas sales of the in- 
dustry’s products amounted to 
about 271,000 units. As the demand 
for automobiles grew during subse- 
quent years, sales abroad increased 
until in 1929 foreign markets took 
nearly 1,000,000 American motor 
vehicles. 


Arizona Facing 


New Lieu Tax 


PHOENIX, Ariz.—Arizona’s new 
lieu automobile tax goes into gen- 
eral use the first of the year and 
brings with it an increase in auto- 
mobile taxes in three of the state’s 
largest cities and decrease in the 
other nine. 

The lieu tax, which calls for a 
flat $4 per $100 evaluation levy in 
incorporated areas and $3 in un- 
incorporated areas, will force resi- 
dents of Bisbee, Douglas and Flag- 
staff to pay higher taxes on their 
machines but will mean lowered 
rates for citizens in other cities of 
the state. The average automobile 
tax in the state under the old sys- 
tem would have been $4.72, or 72 
cents higher than the lieu tax. 


Kliesrath 


(Continued from Page 1) 

health for years, but had _ suf- 
ficiently recovered to drive recently 
to Palm Beach, Fla. with his wife, 
Mrs. Charlotte Kliesrath, to open 
their winter home. He had re- 
turned alone Dec. 20 for business 
reasons. 

Surviving besides his wife, are 
a son, Melvin of South Bend, a 
brother, Julius of Floral Park, L. I. 
and a sister, Mrs. Ida Gately of 
Caldwell, N. J. 


Builds New Unit 


PORTLAND, Mich. — Portland Mfg. 
Co., manufacturer of automotive parts, 
has started work on the first unit of 
its 108-acre tract of land at North 
Portland. The structure will be 170x80 
feet. Work will be completed within 
90 days. 
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Mixed Trends in First QuarterSt 
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ASI Picture Parade .. . 







GENER 
ELECTRIC’s dis - 
play (right). 


TRIC’S 
(right). 


need bas" 
ow in 
ar some of the highlight attractions at this year’s shows. 


USL AND Auto- 
Lite display (right) 


WAGNER ELEC- 


AL 


display 


Drivers Back on Jobs 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Twenty_ truck driv- 
ers of Rocky Mountain Lines, 
who went on strike Dec. 12 because of 
‘numerous violations of con- 


alleged 


Inc., 


CASITE CORP.’S 
exhibit at ASI 
Show in Chicago 
(left). 











WESTINGHOUSE 
exhibit (left). 















ABOVE, Willard 
Battery; at left 
Fram Oil exhibit. 






SPLAY (directly above) of the Bendix Aviation Corp., at the 
Chicago. This exhibit and other displays, detai ed above, 


tract and non-payment of wages,”’ were 
back at work Dec. 15. Satisfactory 
agreements were made at a conference. 
The line has headquarters in Lincoln, 
and its operations extend from Denver 
to Peoria, Ill. 


é 





Seattle Sales Up, La 
Used Stocks High; ; 
New Bank Angle... 


SEATTLE.—New car demand § CON‘ 
good here as the year draws to #Steps | 
close, while used car business Griffin, 
very slow. This situation bringfer, und 
about some increases in inventor} jegislat 
and many dealers are readying f equipm 
big used car campaigns with oper New H 
ing of the new year. ‘has we 

To promote its “automobik tors th 
finance division,” the Seattle-Firg} fect un 
National bank has been distribué gome 
ing circulars at its various me forth ii 
ber banks, handing out a bouqu Use | 


St 


OFA OR Ret 





to the “reputable new and use sd 
car dealer,” classing him as is limi 
a on man in your communi 

who merits your support.” & 

The circular says: “He (tng GOO 
automobile dealer) represents aB Bl 
industry which invests millions i | 
Seattle each year. He gives dai 
employment to thousands of Seatt H 
people. His business is essential 
your community life. He maintai AKR 
convenient service and shop facilpJ2"-, 2 
ties, without which the mechanica) Mental 
responsibility of your car would be 2€T ble 
a personal chore, so give him fai G0ody* 
consideration for he is ever on the front ¢ 
alert to give you care-free motog technic 
ing. engine: 

“This year he is giving you more omg 
automobile for your dollar th ber 
ever before.” ee 

No direct appeal is made fob rn 
ao financing, but th eight i 

ought is put over subtlely. and fc 

» compo 

Syracuse Sales |i. » 
Outlook Declared! ones 
a e < 

Brightest Since ’29 7%; 

SYRACUSE, N. Y.—The automos quarte 
bile sales outlook in this territory ing-po 
is viewed with great confidence by ber ar 
members of the Syracuse Automos one si 
bile Dealers Assn., according t@ with « 
Frank G. Revoir, president. - The 

“Automobile dealers of Syracusé locate: 
are entering into the 1940 seasom a mai! 
more optimistic than at the be¢ City, i 
ginning of any year in the pasé trucki 
10, in anticipation that 1940 will gatew: 
see sales and registrations ims dreds 
prove at least 33% percent ove tires < 
what they were for 1939,” Revoi® they « 
said. tion e 
; “With the employment curve go 
ing up in central New York, and New 
with general business hitting , 
faster pace, plus increased earn To 
ings, this situation will have a de LUI 
cided effect on the movement of indust 
used cars. On these grounds wé been : 
base this potential increase of 3344 ing le 
percent for 1940. + ture 

“Other strong factors are that freigh 
the strikes, that started to ham+ ment 
per the industry at the beginning presic¢ 
of the fall season, have been & Ma 
cleared away, and the manufac-+ The 
turers have lowered their priced old M 
and are giving greater value tha ers of 
at any time in the past. Therefora 
the dealers are more confident an 
more optimistic than at any time 
since 1929.” 





Marvel-Schebler Names 


Emerson Chief Engineer 

CHICAGO.—Appointment of John! 
R. Emerson as chief engineer of 
the Marvel-Schebler Carburetor di- 
vision of Borg- 
Warner Corp., 
Flint, is an- 
nounced by S. W. 
Gray, general 
manager. 

Emerson was 
associated with 
the Packard Mo- 
tor Car Co., Con- 
tinental Motors 
and the Ball and 
Ball Carburetor 
Co. of Detroit be- 
fore joining Mar- 
vel-Schebler in 1929. He has been 
assistant chief engineer since 1934. 








J. R. Emerson 


e . a 
Drive ‘Over the Top ae 
CHICAGO.—Directed by M. J. Lana- 
han, veteran Dodge-Plymouth dealer, 
the automobile and accessories division RU 
of the Community Fund drive here has’ years 
“gone over the top’’ to the extent of! Rubb 
collecting 103 percent of its $38,000) truck 
quota. The campaign still has a week Me, 


to run. 


2 
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. Larger Trucks Ruled Out 
th; For Hauling of Students 


is $ special to Automotive News 
and ii CONCORD, N. H.— (UTPS).— 
s to #Steps have been taken by John F. 
ess §Griffin, motor vehicle commission- 
bringer, under authorization of the last 
sntorj jegislature, to standardize the 
1g fMequipment of all school buses in 
oper New Hampshire. The commissioner 
'has warned all school bus opera- 
nobik tors that regulations will be in ef- 
-Firg fect until July 1, 1940. 
ribu@ Some of the requirements set 
meN# forth in a bulletin include: 








“a Use of vehicles as school buses 
as | limited to school buses, pas- 
uni 


xg Goodyear Rubber 
sit Dlock Paving Is 
att Holding Up Well 


a AKRON.—Sixteen years ago next 
acilp Jan. 2, installation of an experi- 
;.ai mental 10 by 12-foot section of rub- 
ld te ber block paving was made by the 
fag Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. in 
1 the front of its Akron factory. Current 
otom technical examination by company 
engineers made this month showed 
mo * that, despite heavy traffic, the rub- 
thay ber blocks had experienced but 
“P slight wear, and looked fit for a 
second 16-year period of service. 
it The rubber blocks or bricks, each 
eight inches long, four inches wide 
and four inches high, molded and 
compounded for abrasion and ag- 
= ‘ing, have tongue and groove con- 
struction on their sides to provide 
~d security when fitted together in 
r laying. 
2 These bricks were laid on an 
eight-inch concrete base with a 
mos quarter-inch cushion of high-melt- 
tory ing-point asphalt between the rub- 
> by ber and the concrete. One end and 
mos one side of each brick was painted 
- t@ with an asphalt emulsion. 
+ The rubber paving block section 
cusé located on busy East Market St., 
a main thoroughfare of the Rubber 
City, is also directly in front of the 
trucking entrance to the main 
gateway of the plant, where hun- 
dreds of trucks, heavily laden with 
tires and the materials from which 
they are made, pass over the sec- 
| tion every week. 
go eo ee ee 
and New Truck Trailer Plant 
To Be Opened in Texas 
LUFKIN, Tex.— The third new 
industry here within a year has 
been announced with contracts be- 
344 ing let for a factory to manufac- 
} ture truck trailers for highway 
hat freight transportation. Announce- 
m+ ment was made by W. C. Trout, 
ing president of the Lufkin Foundry 
een & Machine Co. 
ac+ The new plant will absorb the 
c€$ old Martin Wagon Mfg. Co., mak- 
rg ers of the Western wagon. 






| a 


ae 
i 


on RUBBER PAVING blocks, laid 16 
as’ years ago by the Goodyear Tire & 
of’ Rubber Co. in front of one of its main 
00° trucking entrances to its plant on a 
ek’ busy street in Akron, O., show but | 
little wear. 


senger cars, station wagons and 
converted commercial delivery 
trucks. Larger trucks are  pro- 
hibited after July 1, 1940. 


All vehicles used as school buses 
must be equipped with safety 
glass, wherever glass is used in 
partitions and windows. Every 
such vehicle must be plainly 
marked as a school bus. 

Jump seats may be used only if 
they are firmly fastened to the 
body of the vehicle. 


Drivers of school buses must 
come to a complete stop before 
passing over a railroad track. 

Each pupil transported in the 
bus must have a seat, and no 
pupil shall be forced by lack of 
space to sit in the lap of another 
pupil or to stand. Every bus shall 
be equipped with a service and 
emergency exit at the rear. 


self Stations, Inc., a subsidiary of Yel- 
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ptandard School Buses Aim of Campaign in N. H. 








RECORD-BREAKING truck sales to start off the new model year were the 
cause of this jubilation among Chevrolet sales executives. The report at which 
they are looking shows that retail sales of commercial units by Chevrolet deal- 
ers during November totaled 17,530 units, a gain of 33.5 percent over the same 


month in These figures to d 9 of the 10 preceding months in 1939, 
surpassed any single month in 1938, and exceeded the records set in 33 of the 
past 46 months. Shown above, left to right, studying the month’s sales report 
are Felix Doran jr., assistant general sales manager; W. Holler, general 
sales manager; W. E. Fish, truck sales manager, and T. H. Keating, assistant 


general sales manager. 
low Truck and Coach Mfg. Co., Gen- 
Jacobs Heads Sales eral Motors Truck & Coach division, 
CHICAGO.—Walter Jacobs, president | announces the election of Joseph J. 
and general manager of Hertz Drivur- | Stedman as vice-president and director 
of sales and advertising. 


Tax on Trucks 
To Finance Pa.’s 


"40 Road Building 


HARRISBURG, Pa.— (UTPS) - 
Gasoline taxes and _ registration 
fees from motor trucks in 1939 
will more than finance Pennsyl- 
vania’s announced new road build- 
ing program for next year, it is 
reported by H. D. Gibbs, president 
of the Pennsylvania Motor Truck 
Assn. 

I. Lamont Hughes, highways sec- 
retary, said approximately $33,000,- 
000 will be spent on new highway 
construction in 1940. Of this 
amount, the federal government 
will advance a little over $10,000,000. 
From present indications, motor 
carriers will pay $27,000,000 in 1940, 
which means that taxes paid by the 
motor truck not only will be suffi- 
cient to finance the highway con- 
struction costs, but there also will 
be $5,000,000 left over for road 
maintenance and repairs. 








THE 


--- Leaves 


OVER 300,000 HAVE BEEN INSTALLED 








WILL SELL 


right foot free 











Here’s How It Works 





This low-cost safety accessory, for hydraulic brake equipped cars, 
gives the driver a “third foot” . . . It offers freedom from traffic 
jitters—clashing gears—slipping the clutch—grabbing for the 
emergency brake—and eliminates need for jockeying back and 
forth from brake pedal to accelerator when car is started up-hill 
after a stop has been made on an incline. 

_NoRoL gives added security and safety to the life of the car. It 
gives the motorist new driving confidence in traffic or on winding 
mountain roads. This great safety device permits “sea-level” starts 
on the steepest of hills. 

Easily installed, becomes a permanent part of the hydraulic 
brake system, and will give years of continuous service .. . 
Advertised every month in The Saturday Evening Post, Time and 
Good Housekeeping; also in Popular Mechanics. 


AVAILABLE FOR NEW MODELS OF— 


BUICK GRAHAM P 
CADILLAC HUDSON stupeennes 
CHEVROLET LA SALLE ZEPHYR 
CHRYSLER NASH INTERNATIONAL 
SOT OLDSMOBILE MACK 
DODGE PACKARD WHITE 
FORD PLYMOUTH and others 


Also available for many 1937, 1938 and 1939 makes and models 
of cars and trucks having hydraulic brakes. 


Many models sell to the 
car owner for only 
$122° installed .... 


BE PREPARED TO 
SUPPLY THE DEMAND 


Order a stock from your 
car factory--or write us 


lation... Actually is out of sight 


[iso shows a NoRoL instal- 
Does not alter appearance of car. 


Driver brings car 

to a stop and de- 
presses the clutch 
pedal as he normally 
would do. Then— 
NoRoL acts automat- 
ically. 


While holding 

the clutch pedal 
down with his left 
foot, the driver can 
remove his right foot 
from the brake pedal. 
NoRoL holds the 
brakes applied just 
as though the driver 
were pushing down 
on the brake pedal. 


When ready to 

proceed up the 
hill or incline, the 
driver steps on the 
accelerator, and lets 
out the clutch pedal. 
The brakes are auto- 
matically released as 
the car moves forward. 





AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


Wagner Electric @rporation 


6400 Plymouth Avenue, Saint Louis, Mo., U.S. A. 
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AVERAGE MOTORIST 
HIMSELF 


--if given a demonstration in a car equipped with a 


NoeRe& 


--the proven safety device that HOLDS CAR on UP-HILL STOPS 
fo operate accelerator 








. Similar ads, with minor changes, also appear during December in S.A.E. Journal, Automotive industries and Chevrolet Dealers News. 






N 39-158 


This advertisement, in modified form, appears in the December issue of Automobile Trade Journal—reaching 20,000 car dealers . . 
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News and View 


Automotive News Headlines 
Tell of Progress During ’39 


(Continued from Page 1) 


New low-priced Crosley car intro- 
duced at Indianapolis Speedway 

Highway users form emer- 
gency council to defend industry 
against unfair legislation, etc. ... 
Cc. C. Carlton re-elected president 
of Automotive Parts and Equip- 
ment Manufacturers Assn. 


May—Chrysler Corp. opens used 
car sales drive . .. Packard re- 
duces prices $100 to $300. . . 1938’s 
total registrations reach 29,485,690 
cars and trucks ... Don U. Bath- 
rick named Pontiac general sales 
manager; C. P. Simpson resigns to 
become Houston dealer . . . SAE’s 
World Congress held in New York, 
Indianapolis, Detroit and San 
Francisco . . . Ward H. Barnett 
heads Plymouth commercial car 
sales. 

June—Federal trade commission- 
Withrow report on automotive in- 
dustry is issued ... W. M. Packer 
becomes Packard’s vice-president 
in charge of distribution ... Al 
Reeves resigns as general manager 
of Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. after 25 years and becomes 
vice-president in advisory capacity; 
Pyke Johnson succeeds Reeves... 
Studebaker Champion sets records 
in Indianapolis Speedway tests... 
Western states move to end trade 
barriers . . . Karl M. Greiner to 
manager service and parts depart- 
ment at Nash ... National Labor 
Relations Board grants employers 
right to ask plant elections. 


July—Ford announces farm trac- 
tor ... Lee D. Cosart named gen- 
eral sales manager for Plymouth 
... A. R. Boscow named assistant 
to general sales manager at Nash; 
Richard H. Grant to direct adver- 
tising . . . Tool and die makers 
strike in GM plants delays 1940 
production schedules Sixth 
edition of Automotive News’ Al- 
manac makes appearance. ... 
Packard starts production on 1940 
models ... John E. Johnson, Chev- 
rolet assistant general sales man- 
ager, succeeds C. E. McTavish as 
director of sales for General Mo- 
tors of Canada... W. O. Lampe to 
direct sales promotion for Oldsmo- 
bile . . . 1939’s first half car and 
truck sales exceed: 1938 by 42 per- 
cent ... NADA group meets with 
GM Chairman Alfred P. Sloan on 
trade problems . . . Colorado de- 
mands car makers pay chain store 
taxes on dealerships .. . NADA 
sets Jan. 22-25 as dates for 1940 
conclave in Washington . . . Willys 
gets $2,500,000 loan from RFC. 

August—John E. Raine elected 
president of Automotive Trade 
Assn. Managers... Hudson first to 
introduce 1940 models . .. Four 
1940 Packard models debut... 
New Sealed Beam headlight 
adopted on 1940 cars ... AMA to 
move New York offices to Detroit 
by Jan. 1, 1940 . . . Willys offers 
1940 models . . . Steel operations 
reach new high since fall of 1937. 

September—European war seen 
favorable to automotive industry 
. . - Dodge and Nash announce 
1940 lines . . . War postpones an- 
nual Machine Tool Show and con- 
gress .. . De Soto and Plymouth 
announce 1940 Buicks and 
Chryslers bow . . . Oldsmobile of- 


fers clutchless car for 1940 .. 
Stock car records set by Hudson on 
Utah salt flats. 

October—General Motors estab- 


ALL OVER THE MAP. Charles L. Jacobson, right, vice- resident and gen- 
eral sales manager of the Chegeter, Seles Civislen, gi 8 jectdens David A 
y n a fine y = 

a ge a ne he pg i Be ten of suspended production at the fac- | 
oa were listed when the suspension came, 


wide. At the end of a two months’ 
tory, Chrysler had 35 more dealers t 


Co., 





lishes_ stabilized retail delivered 
price plan ... Ford, Mercury, Lin- 
coln and Studebaker announce .. . 
UAW-CIO captures employe elec- 
tions in Chrysler plants . . . Chrys- 
ler emphasizes its price policy .. . 
Pontiac, Olds, Cadillac-LaSalle de- 
but for 1940 . . . New Chevrolets 
bow as N. Y. show opens... 
NADA offers model factory-dealer 
contract . . Slowdowns hamper 
Chrysler operations Three- 
week strike ends at Nash... 2,- 
000 attend American Trucking 
Assns.’ annual conclave in Chi- 
cago .. . Packard launches new 
dealer advisory council . . . James 
S. Knowlson succeeds James E. 
Otis jr. as president of Stewart- 
Warner ... Attendance and sales 
up at New York automobile show 
. . . Wisconsin Automotive Trades 
Assn. re-affiliates with NADA... 
Records fall at many local auto- 
mobile shoys. 


November— Chicago show sets 
new record in attendance... Pack- 
ard offers first fully air-conditioned 
production automobile . 1940 
trends hold spotlight at National 
Motor Truck Show in Chicago... 
GM loses in federal anti-trust suit, 
but 17 individuals are freed; plans 


appeal .. . 3,000 at American Pe- 
troleum Institute’s conclave in 
Chicago U. S. warns labor 


unions anti-trust 
plicable to them. 

December—Fifty-four-day Chrys- 
ler strike ends; longest in automo- 
tive history M. S. Brooks 
named president of Studebaker of 
Canada ... New Sealed Beam 
headlight developed for older cars 
.. . U. S. Rubber Co. to buy Fisk 
plants and assets Automo- 
tive Service Industries show in 
Chicago biggest in history; jobbers 
and manufacturers to co-ordinate 
efforts . . . FTC forbids advertis- 
ing of “6% Plan” by car makers... 
Reo to resume production as court 
okays financing plan... Frank H. 
Irelan succeeds Carl H. Kindl as 
general manager of Delco Products 
. . . Weekly production rate near 
all-time peak as Chrysler divisions 
push operations following end of 
strike. 


laws are ap- 


Fraser and Lansdale 


Are Elected by NAPA 


CHICAGO.—Carlyle Fraser, of 
Atlanta, was elected president of 
the National Automotive Parts 
Assn. here last week. 

Henry Lansdale, of Detroit, was 
elected executive vice-president 
and general manager. 


Drivers Are Honored 


ST. LOUIS.—Drivers of trucks and 
motorcycles of the Delmar Delivery 
who distribute the St. Louis 
Star-Times, were honored last week 
for comgnesns four years of safe driv- 
ing without causing bodily harm to a 
single individual. Thirty-five drivers, 
honored at a buffet supper in the Star- 
Times building, were a with 
cash awards totaling $295. 


Expands Facilities 


DETROIT.—Micromatic Hone Corp., 
manufacturers of honing machine 
tools, has leased additional space at 
1349 E. Milwaukee St. here, practically 
doubling the total space formerly oc- 
cupied. Further additions of machinery 
have substantially increased the ex- 
tent of its production capacity. 


resident David A. 





and there were thousands more orders on the books. 
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~ of the Past Twelve Months 





Chevrolet Managers Confer . . . 





CHEVROLET’S CITY managers recently held a conference here to discuss 
with Central Office officials a new plan of operations. Pictured above at the 
luncheon were, left to right, P. L. Schaeffer, New York City; W. A. Pape, 
King’s County; M. J. Logan, Queen’s County; W. G. Lewellen, assistant gen- 
eral sales manager, and Paul Wixom, Chicago. 





ALSO IN ATTENDANCE at the city managers’ meeting were, left to right, 
F. B. Walsh, Boston; C. H. Beck, city manager co-ordinator for the eastern half 
of the U. S.; E. A. Nimnicht, assistant general sales manager, and T. W. 


Gordon, Oakland. 





Knudsen Sees U.S. in Fore, 
Deplores Some Union Policies 


Special to Automotive News 
HOUST 
Knudsen, president of General Mo- 
tors Corp., said here that some 
union policies, 
the Wagner Act 
and the National 
Labor Relations 
Board failed to 
bring economic 
improvement, but 
that American 
industry would 
continue to main- 
tain its world 
leadership. 





split, the sit- 

W.S. Knudsen gown strike, 
slowdown tactics, certain union 
regulations such as those outlining 
seniority rights—these, Knudsen 
said, had disastrous economic re- 
sults. 


Of the labor split, he said: “The 
battle for membership in either 
outfit is still going on, with 
strikes the order of the day. The 
tremendous cost of these strikes 
eventually will be borne by the 
consumer. I can only regret the 
Wagner Act and the National La- 
bor Relations Board, which are 
charged with the 
strikes, wholly have failed to meet 
the purpose, if statistics are worth 
anything in any picture.” 

Knudsen spoke at the annual 
banquet of the Houston chamber 
of commerce. He said the seniority 


a Elected 
AFC President; 


Morris Named 


CHICAGO —J. Frank Hudson 
jr., of Kansas City, has been elected 
president of the American Finance 
Conference. Other officers voted in 
for the coming term include H. L. 
Solomon, of Lima, O., and Herman 
E. Moore, of Charlotte, N. C., as 
vice-presidents. 

Re-elected to office were Fred 
V. Chew and J. W. R. Tennant, 


| both of Chicago, as executive vice- 


president and _ treasurer, 
tively. 
Named for the newly created 


respec- 


post of executive committee chair- | ¢ 


man was E. M, Morris, of South 
Bend, Ind. 


rule of labor means that a laborer 


ON, Tex.—William_S. | pecomes practically a serf to the 


company that gave him his first 
job, because he cannot afford to 
leave it to seek a better position, 
for he would have to start at the 
bottom of the seniority list of the 
new firm. 

Knudsen also objected to what 
he said were “divers other schemes, 
such as placing picket lines around 
plants not on strike in order that 
dues could be collected from the 
members who were in arrears.” 

Knudsen said he deplored “that 


The CIO-AFL|leaders of labor who control such 


vast sums through the stoppage of 
labor and material are subject to 
no audit whatever by law or gov- 
ernment. Perhaps we have to go 
through these things in order to 
get some sense into the picture, but 
it seems unnecessary. Certainly the 
union that is going to endure is 
the union that has the fewest 
strikes and the best earning record 
for its members.” 

Regardless of difficulties, he 
said, “I believe industry in the 
United States will work to improve 
its products through experimenta- 
tion and research, adopt such so- 


stopping of|cial measures as are consistent 


with good business practice.” 


0 ee aie 


A. H. 
Crowell-Collier Publishing 


‘alif. According to testimony passed aang 
La Quinta Hotel, Motley is the silhouette be 


‘Champion Spark - 
Plug Accused By 
FTC of Violations 


WASHINGTON. — Champion 
Spark Plug Co., Toledo, has been. 
served by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission with a complaint alleging 
violation of the Robinson-Patman 
and Federal Trade Commission 
Acts. Price discrimination, unlaw- 
ful payment of compensation for 
“special sales services” and unfair 
resale price agreements with dis- 
tributors and dealers in restraint 
of trade, are charged. 


The company, according to the 
complaint, supplies practically the 
entire original equipment require- 
ments of the Ford Motor Co., and 
its products are also used for orig- 
inal equipment by Chrysler, Hud- 
son, Studebaker, Packard, Nash, 
Graham - Paige, Willys-Overland, 
and other motor car manufactur- 
ers. 


It is alleged that the Champion 
company sells its plugs to automo- 
bile manufacturers and others for 
original equipment at six cents per 
plug or less, which is less than cost, 
while it charges from about 23 to 
31 cents each for plugs of like 
grade and quality sold to purchas- 
ers who resell or use them for re- 
placement. 


The Champion company allegedly 
sells its regular type spark plugs to 
Ford Motor Co. at 24 cents each 
and to Chrysler Corp. at about 23% 
cents each, for resale, while it sells 
plugs of the same grade and qual- 


ity to its distributors and jobbers © 
at 31 cents each, distributors re- | 


ceiving a 10 percent rebate. Ford 


and Chrysler, the complaint con- | 


tinues, have received the benefit of 
the lower prices while engaging in 
competition with Champion’s dis- 


tributors and jobbers in the resale | 


of plugs to automobile dealers, fleet 
owners and others. 


Col. Zimmerman Wins 


1940 McCormick Medal {hy 
CHICAGO.—Oliver Brunner Zim- | 


merman, consulting agricultural 
engineer and educator, has been 


elected the recipient of the Cyrus © 


Hall McCormick Gold Medal of the 
American Society of Agricultural 


Engineers for 1940. The medal will | 


be formally awarded at the annual 
meeting of the society next June 
at Pennsylvania State College. 


The medal is awarded each year 
for conspicuous achievement in 
agricultural engineering. The medal 
was established in 1931—on the 
centennial anniversary of the in- 
vention of the reaper—by three 
then living children of the inven- 
tor, Mrs. Emmons Blaine, Harold 
F. McCormick and Cyrus H. Mc- 
Cormick. Col. Zimmerman joined 
International Harvester Co. in 1911 
and retired on pension in 1933. 


Finke Resigns 


DETROIT. — Frank N. Finke, as- 
sistant general sales manager of Fed- 
eral Motor Truck Co., has_ resigned 


| his position, effective immediately. He 
announced no plans for the future. 





MOTLEY, recently promoted to assistant to the president of the 
o., and Mrs. Motley one vacation at La Quinta, 


by L. B. Nelson, manager of the 
hind the wheel of the Pontiac sta- 


tion wagon shown here. Mrs. Motley is at the left. 


Ne 


ep 
O 


DETRO 
yr alert : 
e statio 
salize Ww 
yam hea 
ysiness, ¢ 
ey. 

Here w: 
tandard | 
jat Was 

ar sales 
ar make 
erest in | 
ag rapidl 
Who he 
vaterial, 

‘ay score 
fe gettin 
m the lig 
~ms of p 
imited m: 
ales proc 
ative; 1 
‘ss than 
vations dt 


When : 
‘ave oil | 
+ any 

‘eans he 
ow minut 
endants 
' Sealed 
isking th 
ue new 
ands _hir 
ts advant 
wrist is ii 


‘So, for 
fan be eq 
if extra | 
“Shop ri 
Hea is p) 


Cont 
In ‘ 
oO 


MONTI 
te trend 
ft trucks 
Anadian 
Wvidence 
‘tals of 
egistrati 


f eco! 
Mercial | 
4 004. A 
_ y 
meased bh 
Mech suc 
@rther i 
the 19 
t comm 
jad reacl 
“There 
is upw 
md we : 
Asiness 

trial | 
Meater n 
Sods,” s: 





f 


5 


—_—_ AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DECEMBER 25, 1939 


ights Prove Stimulus to Sales 


New Sealed Beam L 


Repair Shops Capitalizing 


On Aroused 


IS DETROIT.—It didn’t take tong 
on yr alert attendants at many serv- 
ene stations and repair shops to 
m- glize what a big help Sealed 
ng gam headlamps could be to their | 
an ysiness, according to a recent sur- | 
on ey. 
W- Here was a major improvement— | 
Or tandard equipment on 1940 cars— | 
ir ‘yat was being featured by every 
'S- gt salesman and advertised by 
nt 7 makers. Naturally, public in- | 
erest in car lighting was increas- 
he og rapidly. 
he 'who had the idea first is im- 
€- ‘aterial, but the fact is that to- 
tay scores of stations and shops 
S- re getting much new service work 
h. m the lighting and electrical sys- 
’ sms of present cars, with an un- 
“ jmited market ahead of them. The 
r- les procedure is simple and ef- 
xtive; the preparatory expense 
nM igs than $2. Here’s what most 
0- “ations do: 
-F When a motorist comes in to 
e ‘ave oil changed, or a tire fixed, 
i. + any other job that usually | 
fe peans he will hang around for a/\ 
'w minutes, one of the station at- 
s- Sndants approaches him, holding 
°- | Sealed Beam unit in his hands. 
‘sking the motorist if he has seen 
IY je new Sealed Beam lamps, he | 
0 nds him the unit and explains 


h |; advantages. Invariably the mo- | 





% ‘wrist is interested and asks if this | 
Is lamp can be put on his car, | 


l- ad how much it will cost. 
‘S ‘Then the attendant answers: 


4 2 but we can bring up your 
sent lamps more nearly to the 
me of light the Sealed Beam 
n pps give, if you will let us check 
,. em, and do whatever work may 
. necessary.” In many cases, per- 
t ion to check lights is given, 
_ in the majority of instances, 
me necessary service as revealed 
y the checking is authorized. 
‘How much equipment must a 
1 ice station have to check 
ghts? Most shops already have 
- ferything necessary, but if they 
1 faven’t here's all it will cost to get 
n farted: 
s Adjustment screen for headlights, 
6 oe 85c; headlamp bulb blacken- 


l- 
yf 


I detector, about 10c; reflector 
il Meaner materials, less than $1.00. 
1 (So, for less than $2, any station 
e jan be equipped to handle this type 
if extra business. 

‘Shop records show that if the 
lea is properly presented as sug- 


Continued Rise 
_In Canada’s Use 


Of Trucks Cited 


MONTREAL.—“There is a defin- 
trend towards the greater use 
ft trucks and commercial cars in 
‘Anadian industry and business. 
Widence of this is shown in the 
- ‘tals of commercial motor vehicle 
‘gistrations over the past few 
rars,” according to R. M. Sale, 
ales manager, Ford Motor Co. of 
‘anada, Ltd. 

- | S8ale pointed out that in 1933, 
‘hen Canada was hit hardest by 
; 


meee tome 8 et et OE 


‘te economic depression, com- 
Mercial registrations totaled only | 
8,004. As recovery began the fol- 
Mwing year this figure was in- 
@eased by more than 11,000 units. 
ch successive year has shown a 
‘ther increase until at the end 
tthe 1938 year the total number 
* commercial vehicles registered 
4d reached 235,272. 

“There is every indication that 
is upward trend will continue 
%d we anticipate improved truck 
Nsiness in 1940. Increased _in- 
lustrial production will call for a 
Weater movement of materials and 
Wods,” said Sale. | 


Truck Law Ready 


OKLAHOMA CITY.—Oklahoma’s new 





tick tax law goes into effect Jan. 1. 
he “laden vehicle” license section of 
% law is causing concern for the 


Shway department. Under it truck- 

-load fees from 5,500 pounds to as 
“avy as 24 tons specify that trucks 
*e not to exceed this licensed weight. | 











To feel the pulse of the industry, | 
“‘usistent reading of Automotive News ! 
4a necessity. 


s 


Public Interest 


| gested, motorists will replace 


blackened bulbs; have reflectors 
cleaned, re-silvered or replaced; 
have headlights aimed correctly, 
and will purchase such parts as 
new wiring, new switches, sockets 


|and fuses, new lamp gaskets, new 


lenses, batteries, relays and cable. 

Following are some reports from 
typical shops: James N. Bennett, 
of Easton, Md., writes: ‘“Adjust- 
ment screen is worth its weight in 
gold. It enables us to sell nine out 
of 10 customers.” According to Bob 
Johnson, Palo Duro Motor Co., 
Amarillo, Tex.: “Our bulb sales in- 
creased 50 percent with the ad- 
justment screen. Our other sales 
were also boosted and many new 
customers brought to our garage.” 

Totaling all reports received, it 
was found that 546 shops averaged 
$101 a month in extra sales. Break- 





DODGE 7-PASSENGER LIMOUSINE, now in production, is a roomy car 
of 139%-inch wheelbase. A companion model is the 7-passenger Dodge sedan, 


similar in construction but without the special safety-glass panel whic 


may be 


raised to separate the front or driving compartment from the rear passenger 


section. 





ing down this total, here’s how the 
sales increase was divided: 

Labor on aiming and reflector 
cleaning, 53c; new bulbs, 22c; other 
lighting system parts, 26c. 

While the low price equipment 
mentioned will suffice for many 


service stations, other shops will 


wish to expand their checking 
equipment as their volume of light- 
ing work increases. For these 
cases, a headlight tester is recom- 
mended. It can be placed in posi- 
tion directly in front of the car’s 
lamps, eliminating the need for 25 
feet distance and darkened room. 





Just as surely as the coming of the new year, you can count upon genuine West- 


9 





Dodge Starts 
Production on 


7-Pass. Models 


DETROIT.—An addition to the 
regular output schedules of Dodge 
passenger cars is the company’s 
line of seven-passenger models for 
which an increasing demand is re- 
ported. With a wheelbase of 139% 
inches—20 inches longer than the 
standard 1940 line of Dodge Luxury 
Liners—the seven-passenger models 
are set on a special frame with 
side members 7 inches wide and 
flanges 21/32 inches deep. The 
rear springs have 11 leaves and a 
static height of 11 inches. 


In order to give the 139% inch 
wheelbase Dodge models the ride 
characteristic of the regular 119% 
inch line, two propeller shafts and 
three universal joints are provided 
in the drive. The two shafts are 
connected to a _ frame-supported 
bracket with a ball bearing at the 
rear of the front shaft. 


inghouse Air Brakes to give the utmost in safe, economic, dependable control * 
And no matter whether you operate one or a hundred units, light, medium, or 
heavy, you'll find a genuine Westinghouse Air Control specifically designed to 
meet your most exacting requirements * So why not add this World Standard of 
Safety to your list of resolutions? « Here is one that will serve you well not only in 


1940 but for many years to come x Westinghouse Air Brakes guarantee satisfaction. 


BENDIX-WESTINGHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE AIR BRAKE COMPANY e PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 
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Few Changes Seen in Wagner Act or NLRB PowerW 


Some Modifications Likely; 


NAM Points Out Unfairness 


(Continued from Page 1) 


represent a consensus of opinion 
among a number of competent ob- 
servers. 

The hearings are expected to be 
resumed after the year-end holi- 
days at the call of the committee 
chairman, Rep. Smith of Virginia. 

Last week also the employment 
relations committee of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Manufacturers is- 
sued a broadside against the Wag- 
ner act and the NLRB, which fol- 
lowed months of study by that 
group of the labor law’s admin- 
istration. 

The committee declared that the 
National Labor Relations Act is 
based on the following false as- 
sumptions: 

(1) That all working people want 
to join a union. 

(2) That conflicts between em- 





Denver Motorists 
Will Fight New 
City Wheel Tax 


DENVER.—The Denver city 
council last week passed on final 
reading an ordinance placing a tax 
of 50 cents per wheel on every 
automobile, truck and trailer in 
use in the city. The ordinance has 
been signed by Mayor Ben F. 
Stapleton and is scheduled to go 
into effect Jan. 1, 1940. 

Representatives of the motor 
vehicle, truck, cement, petroleum 
and other industries met last week 
with attorneys to discuss plans for 
a court attack on the wheel tax 
of $2 a car on Denver motorists. 
Denver people are incensed, and 
motorists in other sections of the 
state are alarmed. 





STUDEBAKER TRUCKS 


do a great job on 





Oil delivery, 













Studebaker Trucks range up 


train rating. 


Standard Series Models. 
* 


tries. 


* 


pounds gross rating—32,000 pounds gross 


They are built in both Cab-Forward and 


They are sold and competently serviced 
throughout America and foreign coun- 


Consult your Studebaker dealer! 


ployers and employes are 
able. 

(3) That employers are 
always unfair to employes. 

(4) That it is the duty of the 
government to take sides in dis- 
putes between employers and em- 
ployes. 

The committee asserted that the 
act as administered has destroyed 
confidence in its fairness; been 
one-sided in favor of labor and 
constantly prejudiced against the 
employer; denied the right to or- 
dinary provisions of a fair trial; 
sought to destroy all independent 
unions not affiliated either with 
the CIO or the AFL; and ex- 
hibited hostility toward employers 
and their associations. 

Fourteen important amendments 
are proposed by the committee. 
Among other things, they call for 
revision of the act’s objectionable 
preamble; revision of definitions of 
“employes” and “current labor dis- 
pute;” protection against unfair 
labor practices; reasonable limita- 
tions on the right to strike; pro- 
hibition of any form of closed shop 
and check-off; safeguarding of 
freedom of speech; board action 
on employer petitions for election 
and prohibition of compulsory 
multiple-unit certifications. 


The committee further recom- 
mended that a definite statute of 
limitations be provided; that the 
complaining party in any proceed- 
ing should have the burden of sub- 
stantiating the charges, and that 
labor organizations, desiring the 
privilege of acting as collective 
bargaining agents, should be re- 
quired to place and keep on file 
with the board reasonable infor- 
mation with respect to themselves 
and their responsibility. 


inevit- 


almost 


Mobiloil : 





to 20,000 


teresting example 





shown inspecting the records 


PARALLELING INCREASING Hudson sales, 
to date show a 152% percent increase over last 


accessory 7 - = porte 
year, according to oma ° 
Stambaugh, standing, Hudson director of national service poration. here 


with, left to right, H. F. Byrne, Eastern sales 


manager; George H. Pratt, Hudson general sales manager, and J. S. Calhoun, 
zone manager of the Hudson and Terraplane Sales Corp., Washington, D. C. 


Buffalo Dealers Confident 


As Sales Continue Strong 


Special to Automotive News 

BUFFALO, N. Y.— Automobile 
dealers in this area are highly en- 
couraged with the results of 1940 
model sales thus far and generally 
are of the belief that car sales will 
hold up well through the balance 
of December. 

Chrysler dealers here are just 
now beginning to get deliveries 
and, while it is only a drop in the 
bucket by comparison to their or- 
der backlogs, they are encouraged 


any job! 


2] 


for instance-- 


IS special low-bed conversion of the popular 
Cab-Forward Studebaker model K20M-38, 
its smart and convenient stake body, is another in- 


with 


of Studebaker versatility. 


Maximum payload space is provided, with mini- 


mum overall length and floor height. 


This wide 


adaptability of Studebaker chassis to almost any job 
requirements is familiar to every custom designer. 


Studebaker’s low prices and low operating costs 
assure utmost economy. 


THE STUDEBAKER CORPORATION 


TRUCK DIVISION 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 


FOREMOST IN TRANSPORT SINCE 1852 


by the arrival of new models fol- 
lowing the strike settlement. 


Meanwhile, the used car situa- 
tion is recording even a greater 
improvement than the new car 
market, and stocks are moving 
rapidly in most sections of the 
western New York area. Used car 
sales are estimated to be running 
about 15 percent ahead of the cor- 
responding 1938 period. 


Dealers here believe that their 
sales will continue to gain as long 
as heavy industry here keeps 
progressing. Jobs for 2,360 ad- 
ditional workers were provided in 
November by a selected group of 
Buffalo plants. This raised employ- 
ment to 52,622 from 50,262 in Oc- 
tober. 


Payrolls in these factories in- 
creased almost $63,000 a week last 
month, the weekly average for 
November totaling $1,641,136 
against $1,578,489 in October. In 
November, 1938, it was $1,235,823. 

For the first 11 months of this 
year the average monthly employ- 
ment was 45,019, an increase of 
11.8 percent over 40,302 a year ago. 
The average monthly payrolls for 
the 11-month period were $1,335,- 
999, a gain of 18.1 percent from 
$1,135,108 last year. 


Socony-Vacuum Revises 
Workers Insurance Plan 


NEW YORK.—The annuity and 
insurance program of Socony- 
Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., under which 
about 1,350 retired employes are 
now receiving life incomes at the 
rate of more than $2,200,000 a year, 
has been revised and placed on 
an even more attractive basis, ac- 
cording to John A. Brown, presi- 
dent. 

The two important changes 
which appear in the 1940 plan are 
an adjustment in the earlier pro- 
gram’s annuity benefits to take into 
account Federal Social Security 
benefits, and provision for addi- 
tional group insurance amounting 
to $65,000,000 for approximately 
35,000 employes. The $65,000,000 in- 
crease brings the total life insur- 
ance for these employes to about 
$135,000,000. 


Grand Rapids Dealer 


Gives Workers $5,000 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—A. B. 
Johnson Chevrolet Co. here had a 
pile of silver dollars—2,500 of them 
—dumped on their showroom floor 
Dec. 23. 

From that pile comes the Christ- 
mas bonus to be paid 60 employes, 
who have been with the company 
six months or longer. According to 
A. B. Johnson, $2,500 has already 
been paid this year, which will 

| make the total company distribu- 
ltion to employes in 1939 exactly 
' $5,000. 





_ 





Oil Firms Boost 
Co-operation With 
Motor Industry 


NEW YORK.—Recent meetin 
of lubrication specialists in t GEN. 
petroleum industry promise § Ghey 
broad, long-term program direct Buic! 
toward a closer co-operation of t Pont 
petroleum industry and the en Olds 
neering and service departments @ Cad.- 
the automotive industry. ; > 














Petroleum Institute, through 
marketing and _ executive co 
mittee, approved plans of a speci 
lubrication committee for the e 
tablishment of a clearing house 
the petroleum industry to effect 
closer working arrangement b 
tween the petroleum and the aut 
motive industries. 


This new clearing house, sa 
W. H. Correa, chairman of t 
lubrication committee, will e 
deavor to solve some of the ma 
pressing lubrication proble 
which affect car operation in a w. 
that is technically sound and m 
tually satisfactory to car man 


facturers and petroleum tec 


nologists. 

“This activity, which has been 
the formative stage for some tim# 
has now secured the formal a 
proval of the American Petroleu 
Institute,” Correa said. “We belie 
that within a relatively short ti 
practically every petroleum ma 
keter, refiner and compounder i 
the United States will have su 
scribed to this movement. 


“What we seek to accomplish 
two-fold. First, we want to wor 
out a fool-proof plan for a clos 
working agreement between t 
petroleum companies and the au 
motive industry with regard 
automotive lubrication practice 
Secondly, we want to carry on 
educational campaign within bo 
industries so that the true i 
portance of automotive lubricati 
may be recognized.” ; 


Steel Rate Off Slightly 


To 90 Percent of Capaci 


NEW YORK.—Operating rate 
steel companies, having 97 perce 
of the steel capacity of the indu 
try, was 90 percent of capacity f 
the week ending Dec. 23, compar 
with 91.2 percent one week ag 
93.9 percent one month ago and 51 
percent one year ago, according 
the American Iron and Steel I 
stitute. 
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DUTCH GET 


DIESELS WITH NICKEL STEEL} —— 








A pioneer builder of industrial 
locomotives, the H. K. Porter Com} 
pany, recently shipped four 20-ton, 
one-meter gage Diesels for use i@ 
Dutch East Indies plants of the 
Asiatic Petroleum Corporatio: 
Specializing on equipment used i 
out-of-the-way corners of th 
globe, the Porter organization h 

emphasized skillful, rugged d 

sign features, coupled with hig 
strength, dependable material 

Nickel steels are specified in th 
Caterpillar Diesel engines whic 
power these locomotives and als 
in structure and driving mechan? 
ism. For example, the Porter fours 
speed transmission is fitted with 
Nickel alloy steel gears. In revers? (7 
ing and final drive mechanisms 
spiral bevel gear, pinion shaft, Okiat 


Tot: 

for 
Califo 
Floric 
Idaho 
Mary! 


Michi 


ring gears, and spur gears all aré 
made from 3%% Nickel steel, case+ 
hardened. 





In addition, all bolt; 
ing are of SA 
2335 Nickel steel, 
heat treated. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY Toi 
INC. New York, N. Y- 
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® ° ° 
AN's Production Estimate 
(U. S. and Canada Only) 
WEEKS ENDED DEC. 28, DEC. 16 


tr Jan.1 Jan.1 

Week Same Week Dec. to to 

stin Ended Week Ended to Dec. 24, Dec. 23, 
a Dec. 23 1988* Dec. 16* Date 19388* 1939* 
he GEN. MOTORS ..... 47,714 34,076 48,290 153,971 1,071,371 1,426,846 
as Chevrolet} ......... 28,000 20,050 27,900 89,600 696,277 841,810 
of t Rs hewcnndeknscite 7,464 4,841 7,415 28,964 166,459 234,264 
enpf Pontiac ............ 5,700 4,185 5,903 18,953 94,759 166,063 
nts Oldsmobile ......... _ 4,025 5,812 17,444 88,378 148,994 
* Cad.-LaSalle ....... 1,250° 1,025 1,260 4,010 25,498 35,715 
Ss vis on ou60404000 250 22,850 25,325 80,865 602,427 885,622 

wat Wordt .............. 22,000 19,200 22,100 70,500 567,231 775,907 
earh Mercury ............ 2,500 2,425 2,475 7,975 16,068 86,525 
rica Lincoln-Zephyr 750 735 750 2,390 19,128 23,190 
iGCHRYSLER ......... 23,950 18,528 23,750 73,875 532,931 684,640 
con® Plymoutht ......... 11,500 10,555 11,500 33,800 $14,818 340,170 
peci® Podget ............ 7,850 5,775 7,750 25,975 133,769 219,571 
© C& Chrysler ........... 2,500 1,205 2,450 7,900 49,208 72,224 
— ree 2,100 993 = 2,050 «= 6,200 »= 35,141 = 52,675 
ect EgpUDEBAKER+ 8,408 1,581 3,442 10,902 49,924 107,935 
Ne vvin gicnineins 2,000 1,200 2,550 7,907 58,423 82,361 
aut PACKARD a8 ni ceed 3,100 1,075 3,162 10,064 58,103 176,554 
a ats 1,920 2,110 1,986 5,818 44,185 64,407 
sa NALLYS-OVERLA’Di 1,005 929 984 3,060 15,630 22,878 
f thiGRAHAM ........... t 168 $ + 8,947 3,289 
Cm@BANTAM? ........... 85 60 15 160 3,180 2,747 
marmjHUPMOBILE $ 100 ¢ $ 683 770 
e€ mM§MISCELLANEOUS}.. 8,200 7,800 8,300 25,700 178,909 256,536 
L Wi <cnmamaecemmcsiity «natin «= neat cca Clin | eee 
| me TOPAL............ 16,682 89,977 117,814 372,322 2,609,713 3,614,585 

nan *Revised. tIncludes trucks. +Closed. 








la 
yleu 
elie 
on DETROIT. — Latest returns on 
er ignew passenger car registrations in 


November point to a good-sized in- 
crease over registrations in No- 
vember of 1938, according to R. L. 
Polk & Co. 

Registrations from rural areas 
were relatively heavier in No- 
vember than past experience indi- 
cated they would be, according to 
Polk. On returns to date total No- 
vember, 1939, registrations are esti- 
mated at 235,000 units. 

Truck registration reports from 


Plant Activity 


Redace steady; 85, five days 
pes apew steady; 7,464, five days 
Cad.-LaSalle steady; 1,250, five days 
Chevrolet. .steady; 28,000, five days 


ite rysler....steady; 2,500, five days 
rceBPe Soto..... steady; 2,100, five days 
ndu$Dodge...... steady; 7,850, five days 
y f@Ford...... steady; 22,000, five days 


OOD, occurs ex caemewcses closed 
82@Hudson...... drop; 2,000, five days 
“Pere closed 
ng coln...... steady; 750, five days 
1 IfNash........ steady; 1,920, five days 


Oldsmobile. ...drop; 5,300, five days 
Packard....steady; 3,100, five days 
Plymouth. steady; 11,500, five days 
ae a steady; 5,700, five days 
Studebaker.steady; 3,408, five days 
Willys steady; 1,005, five days 


























CHRYSLER 


Nov. Car Sales Estimate 
Revised Upward to 235,000 


26 states give November an 87.89 
percent gain over returns from the 
same area in November last year. 
Last month’s returns are 8.83 per- 
cent over the 14,438 truck registra- 
tions in the same 26 states in Oc- 
tober of this year. 


Unfilled Orders 
For Steel Seen 
Heavy in 1940 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.— The steel 
industry will enter the new year 
with heavy unfilled orders. 

Encouraging signs that steel con- 
sumption is well maintained, par- 
ticularly for this period, are seen 
in several directions. Mills still are 
being pressed for current ship- 
ments in the face of approaching 
inventory-taking and notwith- 
standing reaffirmation of prices for 
next quarter on most products. 

Some requests have been received 
for postponement of shipments un- 
til January, but these are few, and 
heavy deliveries will continue 
through the year-end. The smaller 
volume of new business, reflecting 
previous forward coverage, is per- 
mitting some reduction in back- 
logs. However, the margin is rela- 
tively small. 
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December Total 
Is Expected to 
Exceed 450,000 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT.—Car and truck as- 
semblies last week fell slightly be- 
hind the previous week’s total but 
remained well 
in the van of 
comparable 1938 
figures. Produc- 
tion will take a 
further decline 
this week, be- 
cause of the 
Christmas _holi- 
day, but is ex- 
pected to re- 
sume its strong 
pace the second 
week in Jan- 
uary. 

Last week’s 
output is placed 
at 116,632 cars 
and trucks, 
which compares 
with 117,814 
units turned out 
in the previous 
week and 83,- 
977 vehicles as- 
sembled in the 
corresponding 
period of last 
year. 

December’s to- 
tal assemblies 
thus far reached 
an estimated 
372,322 cars and 
trucks last 
week, indicat- 
ing a final total 
of above 450,000 
units for the month. This would 
make the month the second highest 
December in the industry’s history, 
being exceeded only by the 519,132 
units assembled in December, 1936. 

Chrysler was the only one of the 
“Big Three” corporations to show 
a gain in last week’s production, 
the week’s total for the corpora- 
tion’s various divisions being esti- 
mated at 23,950 units as contrasted 
with 23,750 cars and trucks in the 
previous week. In the comparable 
period of 1938 Chrysler divisions 
assembled 18,528 units. 

Assemblies by General Motors 
divisions totaled 47,714 cars and 
trucks last week, which was 
slightly below the previous week’s 
48,290 vehicles but easily topped 
1938’s 34,076 units. 

Ford divisions showed only a 
slight decline from the previous 
week. Last week’s total is esti- 
mated at 25,250 cars and trucks 
which contrasts with 25,325 units 
in the previous week and 22,350 
vehicles in the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1938. 


Automotive News’ 
Production Estimate 








































dy at 116, 632 Units 





Passenger Car Registrations 
Ten Months, Plus $2 States for November 








Nov. 
to Nov. 19389 1988 Unit 
Date Pos. 1989 Pos. spans : — staat 
DULOING. 6 csiveccvasczes 37,520 1 511,522 1 
Ford / e peeve seein ee t6 oN 29,566 2 419,772 2 314,340 2 105,432 
Plymouth ..........sss08 7,949 6 328109 38 239,854 3 88,255 
EE. 660A ater cnweer deans 16,651 3 184,198 4 140,649 4 43,549 
DOGRO occ cessccccvccsecee 2,429 13 165,668 5 83,502 5 82,166 
ee 11,172 4 134,759 6 80,046 6 54,713 
PEIN svc vcseccseoes 10,228 5 123,063 7 74,026 7 49,037 
ee 030 8 73,527 8 35,446 10 38,081 
GHEGBIOP ciccccscsccssees 1,466 15 50,544 9 38,226 9 21,318 
Mercury ..........se008- 4,447 10 56,202 10 1,361 18 54,841 
i errr rrr 6,039 7 52,552 11 34, 604 11 17,948 
OME 6. 6:4:0.6.00.0.0-880.50100 0 5,147 9 52,325 12 43,178 8 9,147 
Brrr rr ee 1,372 16 48,390 18 29,332 12 19,058 
SPP ere tear ee 3,434 11 47,863 14 27,409 13 20,454 
Cadillac-LaSalle ........ 2,432 12 29,771 15 21,191 14 8,580 
POMEL, 6.6:0.0.0.0.06-0.0 000866 1,234 17 17,148 16 14,557 15 2,591 
Willys-Overland ........ 1,471 14 12,281 17 11,631 16 650 
Ce errrrere rr 48 18 3,600 18 3, pn 17 39* 
Co eee 10 19 897 19 19 50* 
Miscellaneous ........... 86 2,802 1, 31 1,521 
MN 6263. beeennawete 148,731 2,328,993 1,589,300 734,693 
*Loss. 





Used Car Sales Take Dip 
In San Antonio During Nov. 


Special to Automotive News 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Used car 
sales for November, as reported by 
the dealer-members of the San 
Antonio Automobile Trade Assn., 
showed a slight decline from those 
for October although the total 
value of the cars sold, as well as 
the average value, showed a slight 
increase. 


There were 1,144 cars on hand at 
the start of the month, with 1,095 
being sold during November for a 
unit turnover of 95 percent against 
102 percent for October; a total 
value of $310,087, a turnover value 
of 80 percent against 85 percent for 
the preceding month, and an aver- 
age value of $283 against $273 for 
October. There were 1,112 cars on 
hand at the end of the month, hav- 
ing a total valuation of $390,193 
and an average value of $351. 


During October there were 1,112 
cars sold for a unit turnover of 
102 percent, a total value of $303,- 
840, a turnover value of 85 percent, 
and an average value of $273. There 
were 1,144 cars on hand at the end 
of the month, having a total valua- 
tion of $389,651 and an average 
value of $341. 


In November, 1938, there were 
935 cars sold for a unit turnover of 
93 percent, a total valuation of 
$263,114, a turnover value of 79 
percent, and an average value of 
$281. There were 1,101 cars on hand 
at the end of the month, having a 
total valuation of $364,301, and an 
average value of $331. 

During November, 


1937, there 


were 1,091 cars sold for a_ unit 
turnover of 82 percent, a _ total 
valuation of $314,068, a turnover 
value of 75 percent, and an average 
value of $288. 


Machine Tool 
Outlook Is Best 


In Many Years 


SIDNEY, O.—The outlook for the 
machine tool industry for at least 
the first quarter of next year is 
more satisfactory than has been 
the case at any time since pre- 
depression days, according to 
Wendell E. Whipp, president of 
the Monarch Machine Tool Co. 


“In the case of our own com- 
pany,” Whipp says, “business al- 
ready on the books will carry us 
well into the new year, and this 
situation is, I believe, the-case to a 
greater or less extent throughout 
the machine tool industry. 

“It is, of course, only guess-work 
to attempt to look past the first 
quarter of 1940. But nevertheless 
it is my own personal opinion that 
the volume of machine tool sales 
and production will continue at a 
high level for some months to 
come. I base this belief chiefly 
upon two factors—first, the strong 
domestic demand for machine tools 
upon the part of a wide variety of 
manufacturing enterprises, and sec- 
ond, the defense needs of the 
United States.” 
































New Passenger Car Registrations, 32 States for November, °39-’38 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
NON-AFFILIATED 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


models, the introduction of the 
Studebaker Champion in practical- 
ly midseason, Oldsmobile offering 
its clutchless car for 1940 and the 
adoption of the Sealed Beam head- 
light by the entire industry as a 


decrees were not admissions of 
guilt and that they were not to 
| Prejudice future action against 
| General Motors which elected to 
stand trial. 


The General Motors trial came 





next year’s feature—just to men-|up in October and after several 


tion a few of them. And, of course, | 


weeks of testimony, a jury decided 


the General Motors’ stabilization of | that the corporation and its sub- 


retail delivered prices which | sidiaries under 


popped in October. 


* * * 


PRINCIPAL executive person- 
nel changes involving higher-ups 
were the taking over of Dave Wil- 
son’s presidential toga at Willys- 
Overland by Joseph Washington 
Frazer, formerly of Chrysler; and 
Alvan Macauley becoming Pack- 
ard’s chairman of the board, mov- 
ing Max Gilman up from general 
manager to president, while Bill 
Packer became vice-president in 
charge of distribution, a bigger job 
than he had before when he was 
general sales manager. 

At Pontiac C. P. Simpson 
stepped out as general sales man- 
ager to become a Pontiac dealer at 
Houston, Tex., his place at the 
plant being taken by Don _ U. 
Bathrick, who had been an assist- 
ant general sales manager under 
Simpson. Lee Cosart became gen- 
eral sales manager of Plymouth 
and Bill Tracy retired as vice- 
president of sales of Hudson. Now 
George Pratt is general sales man- 
ager. 

a. © 

A SURPRISE was the retire- 
ment of Alfred Reeves as _ vice- 
president and general manager of 
the Automobile Manufacturers’ 
Assn., which gave Pyke Johnson 
the Reeves job. Al will stay on in 
an advisory capacity and also 
manage the New York national 
show. This change was followed by 
the announcement that the head- 
quarters of the AMA _ will be 
moved to Detroit, with George 
Romney in charge of the office. 

* &* * 


IT WAS in April that the Federal 
Trade Commission issued the find- 
ings of its investigation of the 
automotive industry. This study, 
which was made at the behest of 
a congressional resolution, was un- 
doubtedly one of the most com- 
plete studies of an industry ever 
presented by a government bureau. 
The report probably will stand as 
a textbook of the industry for 
years to come. While summing up 
some of the bad practices being in- 
dulged in by both dealers and fac- 
tories, the report added that from 
the consumers’ point of view the 
automobile industry had offered 
the buyer more for his dollar than 
any industry which had come un- 
der the purview of the commission. 

Among the recommendations 
made by the commission was a 
liberalization of contracts between 
factories and dealers to give the 
dealer greater control over his 
own operations. From the public 
standpoint, the commission recom- 
mended that buyers be provided 
with itemized invoices showing the 
cost which go to make up the final 
delivered price of a car. It seems 
likely now that some form of fed- 
eral legislation embodying the ma- 
jor recommendations of the com- 
mission will be introduced in the 
coming congressional session either 
from within the industry or from 


other sources. 
e¢ 2 @ 


ANOTHER important case which 
came before the public during the 
year was the anti-monopoly suits 
instituted against various automo- 
bile manufacturers by the U. S. 
department of justice. In the 
previous year a similar suit had 
been instituted in Milwaukee. The 
government charged that Chrysler, 
Ford and General Motors had used 


| 
undue influence and pressure on | 


their dealers to force them to use | 
job of ferreting for 


the services of a specified finance 


ny or companies. The Mil- | 
oe 4 |some old friend, one you haven't 


| seen or heard from in years, runs 


waukee suit was thrown out of 
court for alleged improprieties on 
the part of the prosecution. 

A second case was brought in 
federal court at South Bend, Ind. 
Shortly after the case was re- 
opened, Chrysler and Ford signed 
consent decrees, agreeing to re- 
frain from the various practices 
charged by the prosecution. It was 
pointed out at that time that such 





indictment were 
| guilty as charged, although the of- 
ficers and executives of the corpo- 
| ration who were also under indict- 
ment were exonerated. The cor- 
poration and its subsidiaries were 
assessed fines totaling $20,000 and 
costs aggregating $100,000. Appeals 
from this verdict already has been 
entered. 
HK a * 

THERE WERE two outstanding 
manufacturing highlights this year, 
both of them unusual. First was 
Studebaker’s introduction of an 
entirely new 1939 car in April—the 


Champion in the low-priced 
bracket. In the fall Oldsmobile 
startled the industry with its 


Hydra-Matic drive which makes a 
clutchless car out of the 1940 
product and makes driving prac- 
tically an automatic job. 

Going back to the Champion for 
the minute, I well remember last 
March when we—our own Bill 
Callahan, Stokes Walesby of the 
Detroit Times and the man who 
writes this column—were called to 
South Bend to listen to Paul Hoff- 
man unveil the secrets of the 
Champion. At that time Paul told 
us he expected to produce 50,000 
Champions in the first year, figur- 
ing April to April. But the presi- 
dent of Studebaker missed his 
mark by many thousands—he was 
way under in that prediction as 
proved by the returns at the end 
of this calendar year. 

For by the first of December 
his factory sales of Champions had 
totaled 55,295. Allowing for 7,002 
for December, this will make the 
count 62,297 by New Year's day, 
leaving him still three months on 
his April-to-April 50,000 estimate. 
George Keller, whose main _ re- 
sponsibility is the sale of the prod- 
uct, can see no reason why, by 
April 1, 1940, there should not be 
between 90,000 and 100,000 Cham- 
pions on the road. 

* * * 

CREDITORS with claims against 
the conductor should hurry and 
file the documentary evidence, for 
he is pulling up stakes next Friday 
and starting on the first leg of the 
California trip, which features 
refereeing the Gilmore - Yosemite 
Economy run on Jan. 4. First, 
though, he will stop at Lansing 
Friday night to attend the banquet 
Oldsmobile will give that night in 
honor of 80-year-old Charley 
Blades, who helped build the first 
Oldsmobile 40 years ago and who 
still is on the payroll. Saturday in 
Chicago, and that night hopping 
the plane and flying American to 
Los Angeles. 


* + # 


THIS PLANNED trip to Cali- 
fornia is unearthing a lot of old 
friends who are twilighting on the 
West Coast. Lucky stiffs! The 
latest to come out in the open is 
Fred H. Caley, for 25 years secre- 
tary of the Cleveland Automobile 
Club and who retired in 1936. He 
now lives in Los Angeles and read- 
ing in his local papers that the 
conductor would again referee the 
Gilmore-Yosemite run, he writes: 

“You old son-of-a-gun, I thought 
they poured you back in the bottle 
a dozen years ago. But here you 
are still in harness, going places 
and doing things. And here I am, 
sitting on the front porch and 
watching the parade go by. But 
I worked 51 years and my con- 
science doesn’t hurt me for taking 
it easy during the declining years.” 

* %: *« 

“WHO, ME?” is doing a swell 
its author. 
Hardly a week goes by but what 


across a copy of Automotive News, 
stumbles onto the saga and writes 
to get genealogical recognition— 
the “I knew him when” style of 
stuff. 

One of these letters came to the 
desk the other day—from one I 
knew as a member of the Lincoln 
Cycling Club of Chicago, back in 





FRED H. CALEY, for 25 years secre- 
tary of the Cleveland Automobile Club 
and now in retirement in Los Angeles. 


the Gay Nineties. I haven’t seen 
him since those days, although he, 
too, was in on the formative era of 
automobile trade journalism— 
Richie G. Betts, a name to conjure 
with a quarter of a century ago, 
when he retired from this pro- 
fession of ours to White Plains, 
N. Y. When he quit a powerful 
pen was lost to the automobile in- 
dustry. And me living in New Ro- 
chelle, next door to the county 
seat for 10 years, and not knowing 
Betts was in the neighborhood. He 
wrote to tell me he had stumbled 
across a couple of chapters of the 
saga. 
* * * 

BETTS STARTED out as the 
kid advertising manager of Gor- 
mully & Jeffery, who made the fa- 
mous Rambler bicycle and later the 
Rambler automobile. Under’ the 
nom de plume of “Bettsy B,” he 
wrote for the cycling press and 
stepped along until he finally be- 
came editor of Frank Prial’s 
The Wheel, published in New York. 
From there he went to Bicycling 
World which became Motor World. 
The Swetlands later on bought 
Motor World. And this contempo- 
rary of mine in the old days, see- 
ing this publication for the first 
time in a long while, paid this edi- 
tor the compliment of pointing out 
that Automotive News plays up its 
big news stories on its first page 
just as he used to do in Motor 
World. 


“I’m not wholly sure why I am 
writing. Your Auto-Biography 
(clever coinage) is directly re- 
sponsible of course, but perhaps at 
bottom there is the satisfaction 
that comes with an old fellow’s 
‘I remember’ or ‘I told you so.’ He 
winds up with: ‘And dammit your 
Automotive News is absolute proof 
of the valuation I always placed 
on news.” 


* * a 


I'LL ADMIT the last half of the 





the 








Boosted 


Augmented advertising program 
for Auto-Lite Spark Plugs was 
announced by Frank A. Nealon, 
general sales manager of the mer- 
chandising division of Electric 
Auto-Lite Co., at the Automotive 
Service Industries in Chicago. Ac- 
count is handled by the Detroit of- 
fice of Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. 

Latest expansion in Auto-Lite 
Spark Plug advertising, according 
to Nealon, is culmination of four 
years of successful business devel- 
opment, leading to constantly in- 
creasing use of Auto-Lite spark 
plugs by automotive manufactur- 
ers as well as by dealers in the 
replacement field. Nealon estimates 
the number of Auto-Lite spark 
plug outlets at well over 48,000 
with one out of every fourth car 
now manufactured in the United 
States carrying Auto-Lite plugs as 
original equipment. 

1940 campaign provides for in- 
creased use of four-color an- 
nouncements in the national 
magazines, 10 of which are now 


column is given over to old friends 
and the part they played in the 
glorious past of the automobile in- 
dustry. That being so, mebbe the 
column’s readers won't object to a 
couple of paragraphs more along 
the same lines—the meeting of the 
conductor with a man who played 
a most important part in this busi- 
ness of ours some 25 years ago— 
E. A. Bates, of Chicago, who, as 
general sales manager of the Ray- 
field carburetor, gave a lot of com- 
petition to his two great rivals, 
Schebler and Stromberg, in the 
carburetor field and in a racing 
way put his carburetor on the cars 
of many of the Champion drivers 
of the era, like Ralph DePalma 
and others equally famous. 
* * * 


IT’S OLD MAN BATES now, for 
this dynamic sales executive of the 
industry’s past is 72 years old, 
but still keen on things auto- 
motive. He has a son, Wally 
Bates, manager of the Detroit ad- 
vertising office of the Chicago 
Tribune, who strongly leans to- 
wards the automobile industry from 
which he gets a big lineage. Well, 
Wally brings Pop over for the 
Christmas holidays and throws a 
luncheon in his honor, with his 
guests the conductor, Ted Allen of 
the Saturday Evening Post, who 
knew Pop in those good old days 
when Ted was advertising man 
on the pre-Chilton Motor Age, 
and our own Bill Callahan, a 
neophyte, curious to know some- 
thing of what went on in those 
olden, golden days. And the Greater 
Bates stayed until the last dog 
was hung, with rejuvenated memo- 
ries and planning next year’s trip 
to Detroit when he again visits the 
Lesser Bates. 
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“NEW YORK OFFICE? This is San Francisco,’”’ says N. C. Dezendorf, left, 
ctnaaaee of General Motors Acceptance ate. while Fred W. Pabst, gen- 


eral manager of Don Lee, Inc., 
give the executive latest figures 


company officer is an expert on 


Cadillac-LaSa : 
on sales gains for the eastern office. The finance 
“field research” and this scene in San Francisco 


e distributors, stands by to 


was taken during his recent flight to the coast. 





th Dimension 
The News of Automotive Advertising 


By Pete Wemhoff 












on the list. Farm paper list is 
being increased by addition of a 
number of media scheduled to 
feature merchandising plans to 
aid the business of spark plug 
dealers in rural sections. Addi- 
tions have also been made to the 
lineup of automotive trade and 
vocational publications which will 
carry Auto-Lite copy in 1940. 
Trade publication schedules pro- 
vide for the use of four-color, two- 
page inserts presenting the com- 
pany’s merchandising plans to 
present and prospective dealers. 
Newspapers will come in for a 
share of the appropriations; a four- 
poster billboard campaign has been 


authorized, and radio time will be | 
employed to still greater extent in | 


the future. 


Tieup 

San Francisco Pontiac dealers 
have just concluded a tieup that is 
regarded in the Bay Region as very 
productive of goodwill. The tieup is 
with the “Union Label and Indus- 
trial Exhibition” section of the lo- 
cal labor council, American Feder- 
ation of Labor, and participation 
includes the selection of a 1940 
Pontiac Torpedo Eight four-door 
sedan as the first prize in the four- 


day congress of union exhibits to 


be held May 9-12. 

The 1940 “Union Label” show 
will be the third annual affair. 
Last show drew approximately 
350,000 people to Civic Auditor- 
ium in San Francisco. Climax of 
the exhibition will be the award- 
ing of the 1940 Pontiac on the 
night of May 12. This event will 
be preceded by a spectacle of 
radio stars, movie stars and en- 
tertainment by a “name” band. 
In announcing tieup, 


Sanders, 
Francisco dealers, related how 


movies showing Pontiac manufac- | 
ture are already being shown to | 
large groups in support of the ex- | 
hibition. Other places of Pontiac | 
be the quarter — 
cards, to be displayed in about a 
the | 
and | 
items of mailing enclos- | 


promotion § will 


thousand stores in the city; 
tickets for prize drawings; 
various 


ures, folders and letterheads. In 


the exhibition itself, there will be | 


a Pontiac “auto show” in the cen- 
ter of the auditorium floor. 


Greetings 


Highspots among 1939’s Christ- © 
mas cards: Most patriotic—Harold — 


E. Sweeney, of Fisher & Co.; best 
“looking” (it’s a mirror)—Bob 
Ross, Ray Sackett, Gerry Schur- 
man, of MacManus, John & Adams; 
mildest (as compared with last 
year’s hair-raiser)—N. W. Hop- 
kins, of Campbell-Ewald; biggest 
(12%x164% inches)—G. P. Mac- 
Nichol jr., of Libbey-Owens-Ford; 
starriest—C. W. Macfarlane, of 
Hudson; best “spirits” — Ralph 
Roessler, of Campbell-Ewald, and 
Service Engraving Co., tied. 


So, to you and yours: 


Merry Xmas 


Next Week: A Happy New Year 


Used Car Index 


The average used car prices, 
taken from the weekly Used 
Car Selling Prices chart, shows 
the following: 





19388 High Low 
Oct. Average........ 492 425 
Nov. Average........ 481 412 
Dec. Average........ 462 399 

1939 
Jan. Average........ *585 *512 
Feb. Average........ 578 519 
Mar. Average........ 573 508 
Apr. Average........ 567 504 
May Average........ 576 510 
June Average........ 575 509 
July Average........ 561 470 
Aug. Average........ 542 499 
Sept. Average........ 521 427 
Oct. Average........ 7665 +565 
Nov. Average ....... 632 555 
ONE a ee 622 553 
SS errr 612 M1 


*Offering of higher priced 1938 
models lifts national average. 
7Inclusion of 1939 models in 
place of 1936 cars boosts aver- 
ages. 





Northern 
California Zone Manager A. M. - 
speaking for the San’ 
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Used Car Selling Prices 


(As Advertised, Dec. 4-10) 










Pittsburgh—Sun Telegraph; Cincinnati— Post; Detroit— 
News; Chicago — Herald-American; St. Louis — Globe- 
Democrat; Atlanta—Georgian, Journal; Dallas—News; 
Denver—Post; Los Angeles—Evening Herald & Express; 
San Francisco—Chronicle. 
DL 






Actual top and bottom prices on 1939, 1938 and 1937 
used cars, as advertised in local newspapers of current 
week. SEDAN prices only used in this comparison. 
Newspapers co-operating include: Boston—Globe; New 
York—Times, World-Telegram; Philadelphia—Bulletin; 


MAKE Boston N. Y. Phila. Pittsb’g Cin’ ati St. Louis Atlanta Dallas Denver Los Ang. SanFran. Nat. Av. 


Detroit Chicago 
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National Average, All Makes, Dec. 10—$612-$541 
National Average, All Makes, Dec. 3—$622-$553 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted 
This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the veal a Mees 
° e 28 C 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered ee 


Used car prices in Columbus, Indianapolis, Minneapolis, New Orleans, Tulsa and Seattle appeared on this page last week and will be published i t k 
s , ished again next week. 
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Alabama 






Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 
Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Bhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, All States for Oct., 1939-1938 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York metropolitan area by 
CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS 
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Photo by Norman York, Detroit 


P VINCENT BENDIX broke into the automobile industry with his 

Bendix auto buggy. Following this he developed the Bendix drive 
8 - and brought four-wheel brakes to this country through his purchase 

of the Perrot patents. Today he is president of Bendix Aviation, a 
a corporation that ranks high in the American automotive industry. 
In the picture are shown Bendix, left, and Herbert Sharlock, right. 
The latter, now director of public relations for the corporation, has 
been affiliated with Bendix for the past 30 years, a sorta Damon 
and Pythias combination. 


made a big hit and the way the orders piled in sorta 
scared Amse, who really was horse-and-carriage minded 
and pined to go back and push his “Buggies Bred in 
Old Kentucky.” Which he did, probably cutting him out 
of what promised to become an important automobile 
manufacturing business. 

It was while at Ames that Bendix met up with an- 
other young feller, which resulted in a Damon and 
Pythias friendship, which has lasted more than 30 years 
and bids fair to last until Gabriel sounds his trumpet. 
The other young feller was Herbert Sharlock, then man- 
ager of sales for the Ames horse buggy. Bendix and 
Sharlock made an ideal combination. Each understood 
the other and each was a complement for his friend. 
So, hand in hand, they have gone through their busi- 
ness lives together. When Vincent, after the Ames in- 
cident was ended, seriously started developing the Ben- 
dix drive, Sharlock followed him. 

In 1913 the Eclipse Machine Co., of Elmira, N. Y., 
became interested and took on the production and sale 
of the drive, which was an instantaneous success. It 
was just what the doctor ordered for the ailing motor. 
No longer was it necessary for the weary driver to 
break his back hand-cranking a balky engine. Women 
found that with this drive one of their driving problems 
was solved to the extent that the starting crank became 
a dodo. That was Vincent’s first contribution to the 
automobile world. Since its introduction 60,000,000 of 
the drives have been produced. 

Followed the taking over of the Perrot four-wheel 
brake patents in 1925 and in 1929 the holding company 
which Bendix had set up for his drive and brake activi- 
ties brought together the various units which had been 
operating under different names into the Bendix Avia- 
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Chapter LI—Auto Buggy Starts Bendix 
Out of this auto buggy field came a young executive 
who today is president of the biggest corporation in its 
line in the automotive industry, whose manufacturing 
and inventive contributions have so materially aided 


_ the development not only of the automobile but of the 
_airplane. He’s none other than Vincent Bendix, whose 
_ Bendix Aviation Corp. and its subsidiaries play such a 


prominent part in the production of air and land trans- 
portation. There’s a town in New Jersey named Bendix 
and in South Bend the boulevard leading from the cen- 


_ ter of the city to the big plant is called “Bendix Drive” 
' in recognition of the starting device that gave Vincent 
_his big start in the automobile industry. Too, it was 


(> et Roa — 


rynen ate 


Bendix who bought Perrot’s French patents and brought 
to this country the four-wheel brake, now universally 
used. Because of the Bendix drive and the four-wheel 
brake, they slogan Vincent with: “He starts ’em and 
he stops ’em.” 

Glenn Curtiss, now famous builder of airplanes, was 
the springboard young Vincent used to get going. Cur- 
tiss was building the Torpedo motorcycle at the time 
and in 1901 Vincent went on his payroll. Which taught 
him a few things about the internal-combustion engine 
and the power-propelled vehicle, so just as soon as his 
pin feathers developed in this line, he struck out for 
something better. He saw the auto buggy and decided 
to make that his alma mater in the automobile busi- 
ness. Holsman of Chicago, in 1904, was one of the lead- 
ers in the auto buggy field and Bendix became his gen- 
eral sales manager. For a year and a half he developed 
his salesmanship and knowledge of the business, so in 
1907 he decided to become an auto buggy manufacturer 


' himself. He put forth the Bendix, which was built for 


him by the Triumph Motor Co., of Cragin, Ill. Even 
though the venture started during the depression of 
1907, he put forth some 7,000 Bendix buggies. 


Bendix’ Ames Venture 

It was at this time that I first met Bendix and even 
at that early stage of his career I spotted him as having 
something on the ball. Even on Chicago’s blase auto- 
mobile row the dealers selling the regular type of auto- 
mobiles respected his selling ability, his energy, his 
gotoitiveness. It wasn’t Vincent’s fault that the auto 
buggy era was so short-lived. So when that failed Vin- 


/ cent did not cry over spilled milk. He sold Cadillacs in 


Chicago at retail for Charley Foster; in 1910 he was 
southern sales manager for Haynes. But while engaged 
in those activities he had in the back of his mind the 
idea of the Bendix drive and in 1912 he applied for his 
patents. . 

It was while marking time and waiting for the Ben- 
dix drive to develop into something tangible that he at- 
tended the 1910 Chicago automobile show and saw on 
display the new-born Ames car. He saw its possibilities 
and he appreciated the background of its manufacturer, 
the F. A. Ames Co. of Kentucky which had been build- 
ing some 20,000 horse buggies a year but which decided 
to have a fling at the automobile business. 

Bendix propositioned Ames to give him a chance to 
develop the new car and Ames, admiring his push and 
energy, turned over to him the job of handling the auto- 
mobile end of his buggy business. The following year 
Bendix had his job ready for display. Its advanced lines 


tion Corp. As such it exists today. 

Sharlock played “follow my leader” from the very 
start of the Bendix activities up to the present. The two 
young fellers who first met in Kentucky in 1910 have 
followed the same path. Today Vincent Bendix is presi- 
dent of Bendix Aviation and Herbert Sharlock is his 


director of public relations. 


Eprror’s Note: This is the fifty-first instalment of 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. 


Succeeding chapters 


will appear in subsequent issues of AuToMoTivE News. 





Pa. Dealers Get Warning 
On New Inspection Code 


Special to Automotive News 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS). — 
Pennsylvania automobile dealers 
have been warned by 
Klugh, manager of the Pennsyl- 
vania Automotive Assn., that an 
amendment to the motor vehicle 
code concerning official inspection 
stations is mandatory on suspend- 
ing appointments for certain rules 
and regulations laid down by the 
state. 

New amendment to the code 
reads, in part, as follows: 

“If the secretary (of revenue) 
finds that the provisions of this 
act are not being complied with, 
or that the business of any of-: 
ficial inspection station in connec- 
tion with the corrections, adjust- 
ments, repairs or inspection of mo- 
tor vehicles, trailers or semi-trail- 
ers is being improperly conducted 
he shall suspend the certificate of 
appointment of any such station, 
and require the immediate sur- 
render and return of the certificate 
of appointment, together with all 
department forms. 


“Any person whose certificate of 
appointment is suspended under 
the provisions of this sub-section 
may, within 30 days from the date 


Hudson Signs 
One-Year Pact 
With UAW-CIO 


DETROIT.—A new contract be- 
tween the Hudson Motor Car Co. 
and the Hudson Local of the UAW- 
CIO was signed last week, accord- 
ing to Tracy M. Doll, regional di- 
rector of the union. 

The new agreement, which re- 
places one signed a year ago, 
granted the union slight changes 
in the grievance and seniority ma- 
chinery, but was reported to be 
substantially the same as the con- 
tract which expired recently. No 
pay raises or vacations with pay 
were included. 

Union spokesmen said the new 
contract recognized assistant stew- 
ards for the first time and that 
time and a half would be allowed 
for time worked on Saturdays. 


thereof, appeal to the court of com- 
mon pleas of the county wherein 
such official inspection station is 


S. | located, -and such court is hereby 


vested with jurisdiction, and it 
shall be its duty to set the matter 
down for hearing upon 30 days 
written notice to the secretary and 
thereupon to take testimony and 
examine into the facts of the case, 
and to determine whether the 
petitioner is subject to suspension 
of his certificate of appointment, 
under the provisions of this act.” 


Kiugh, who, with members of the 
PAA inspection committee, met 
recently with department of reve- 
nue officials and Pennsylvania mo- 
tor police, said that “in this con- 
nection, we have been advised that 
before action is taken against any 
station in the future, a case against 
the station will be prepared in the 
same manner as if it were to be 
taken to court. Incidentally, we 
are informed that defendants will 
be given an opportunity to be 
heard before the case is actually 
taken to court. However, after a 
recommendation has been made on 
suspension in the future, we feel 
that very, very few stations will 
be in a position to successfully 
evade cancelation: of their station 
appointment.” 


Revised instructions, including 
the new amendment on manda- 
tory suspensions and tire reguia- 
tions, will be released by the 
revenue department in the near 
future. Attention was called to the 
new regulations on tires, which 
makes it necessary for tires to 
meet certain requirements before 
a sticker is issued. 


Those assembled at the confer- 
ence were of the opinion that the 
entire appearance of inspection 
stickers should be changed for 
each campaign, so that the current 
sticker could immediately be dis- 
tinguished from those of previous 
periods. 

Prior to the next inspection cam- 
paign, which will begin May 1, 
1940, the official report form will 
be revised by the department. 
Some stations have complained 
that insufficient space is allowed 
on present forms for listing serial 
numbers, reports on tires, etc. 
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Hayes Body Corp. 
Name Is Changed; 


Facilities Expanded 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—Stock- 
holders of Hayes Body Corp. voted 
last week to change the corporate 
name to Hayes Mfg. Corp. and to 
double the authorized capital stock. 
They also decided to broaden the 
charter of the corporation to per- 
mit expanded manufacturing activ- 
ities, it is announced by John W. 
Young, president. 

The stockholders voted to in- 
crease the capital stock to $2,000,- 
000, consisting of 1,000,000 shares 
of $2 par value common stock. Pre- 
viously it had been $1,000,000, con- 
sisting of 500,000 shares of $2 par 
value. 

Directors elected for 1940 com- 
prise A. A. Anderson, Grand Rap- 
ids; W. J. Curley, Pittsburgh; 
Theodore E. Dean, Grand Rapids; 
Joseph H. Grut, Detroit; Arthur H. 
Johnson, New York City; W. J. 
Johnson, Erie, Pa.; A. W. Porter, 
New York City; McKee Robison, 
Detroit; John W. Young, Grand 
Rapids. 

Expansion of manufacturing fa- 
cilities is expected to take the com- 
pany outside the automotive indus- 
try, where for a quarter of a cen- 
tury it has stood in the forefront 
of bodybuilders, and to permit of 
dealing in aircraft, aircraft parts 
a. accessories and allied prod- 
uc 





Car Financi 
Moves Upward 
During October 


WASHINGTON.— Wholesale 
automotive financing in October 
moved sharply ahead of the pre- 
ceding month and a substantial 
gain was registered in retail fi- 
nancing, U. S. bureau of census 
figures show. For the first 10 
months of this year, both whole- 
sale and retail financing were far 
o-_ the corresponding period of 

October wholesale financing 
totaled $130,331,832, against $65,309,- 
948 in September and $63,869,584 
in October of last year. Retail fi- 
nancing in October reached $109,- 
792,573, which compares with $94,- 
316,004 in September and $67,252,- 
459 in October a year ago. 

For the first 10 months of this 
year, wholesale financing amounted 
to $1,192,855,406 against $990,942,919 
for the entire year of 1938. Retail 
financing in the 10-month period 
aggregated $1,129,447,826, which 
compares with $1,010,864,033 in the 
full year of 1938. 

The total number of cars in- 
volved in financing operations for 
the first 10 months amounted to 
2,804,486 against 2,616,354 during 
the 12 months of 1938. During Oc- 
tober, cars totaled 267,702, which is 
to be compared with 237,754 in Sep- 
tember and 181,118 last October. 

October’s retail financing figures 
are broken down as follows: $59,- 
524,997, new cars; $49,733,989, used 
cars; and $533,587, unclassified. 

The amount of retail automobile 
receivables outstanding at the end 
of October as reported to the cen- 
sus bureau by 224 identical organ- 
izations was $849,831,661, against 
$848,528,973 in September and $721,- 
982,338 in October a year ago. 





Would Force Apartments 


To Provide Parking Space 
NEWTON, Mass.—The Newton 
board of aldermen, faced with 
much traffic congestion on city 
streets, some of it caused by park- 
ing on its streets at night, is con- 
sidering a new zoning law. 

It would provide that no permit 
would be issued for the erection 
of an apartment building unless 
space was provided for parking 
cars of tenants. Newton adjoins 
Boston and part of the state high- 
ways to the west and south go 
through the city resulting in thou- 
—- of cars and trucks using the 
roads. 





Instruction Is Offered 

MADISON, Wis.—Instruction in the 
basic principles of the gasoline auto- 
mobile, meeting the nee of the car 
owner, garage worker, battery station 
mechanic and others, is being offered 
by the Extension division of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. The home-study 
course has just been revised to incor- 
porate the important advances made in 
automotive development since 1932. 





Sound functional design is characteristic of Ford meth- 
ods. “Make it simpler and you make it better” is a creed 
at the Ford Engineering Laboratories. There’s impres- 
sive evidence to back it up. For one thing, the coupling 
of the torsion bar ride-stabilizer shown above. 


The ride-stabilizer used on all Mercury and 85-hp 
Ford cars for 1940, like others, acts as an anti-sway bar. 
But, in addition, because of its direct coupling, without 
intermediate links, it maintains lateral stability — keeps 
front axle and wheels in the correct position transversely 
in relation to the frame—and thus does DOUBLE DUTY. 


FORD MOTOR COMPAN Y 


“Design for Lab Laity" 








There is other evidence in Ford cars of the value of 





simple design. You find it in the manifold, the valve 
mechanism, ignition system, rear axle, and many other 
important parts. The integral casting of the Ford V-8 
engine block is an outstanding example —an achieve- 


ment once considered impossible in volume production. 


Simplicity of design goes hand in hand with good 


! 
i 
| 


performance, reliability and economy. It is a high 
form of industrial art that yields practical values. It is 
an important reason why Ford products are regarded 


all over the world as standards of engineering. 


